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In May of 2012 a statement was added to the material in Malachi chapter 3
point “3. e.” concerning “the book of remembrance’ that was previously
omitted from the material.

I. Introduction
A. What isa prophet?

The word means to announce - It is God’ s mouth piece that
declares His message to men.

B. Two meanings, the broad meaning and the narrow meaning

BROAD MEANING NARROW MEANING
Forth telling Foretelling

Preaching God’'s Word Focusing in the future

Givesingght into thewill of God Insight into the plan of God

Exhortation Predictive-tells the future

Building Up Encourages the righteous

Challenges evil men



I1. Description of aMinor Prophet
A. A “Man of God”, because heischosen by God. - 1 Kings 12:22

B. “Servant of theLord”, because of hisfaithfulness. - 1 Kings
14:18

C. “Messenger of the Lord”, because God sends him. - Isa. 42:19

D. A “Seer of theLord”, because of hisinsight from God. —
1Sam 9:9

E. A “Watchman for theLord”, because of hisalertnessto God. -
Ezek 3:17

F. A *“Speaker for God”, because he speaksforth God’sword.

[1l. Therearetrueand false prophets -- What isthetest?

A. If they predict something that does not cometo pass. Even
onetime.

Deuteronomy 18:21-22 And if you say in your heart, How

shall we know the word which the Lord has not spoken? When
a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not
happen or come to pass, that isthe thing which the Lord has not
spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not
be afraid of him.

B. If they turn people away from thetrue God and turn them
towards other gods.

1. Deuteronomy 13:1-3 If there arises among you a prophet
or adreamer of dreams, and he givesyou asign or a
wonder, and the sign or wonder comes to pass, of which
he spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other gods, which
you have not known - and let us serve the”, you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams, for the Lord your God istesting you to know
whether you love the Lord your god with al your heart
and with all your soul.



2. They may have piecesthat aretrue, but everything they
share must be true and if it takes you away from the true,
living God, Jehovah, then they are false.

Do they useinstruments of divination, such asa crystal ball,
tea leaves, tarot cards, etc. Notrue prophet of God would
use occult methods.

Deuteronomy 18:10-11 There shall not be found among you
anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire,
or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who
Interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a
medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.

Jesus Christ isnot the center of their predictions. M ost
predictions of the world have absolutely nothing to do with
Jesus.

Revelation 19:19 - And | fell at hisfeet to worship him. But he
said to me, “ See that you do not do that! | am your fellow
servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesusis the spirit of

prophecy.”

A prophet isone who speaks theword of God and whose
message is often confirmed with awork of God, and miracles
of God:

1. Mosesand Korah: The earth swallowed Korah and his
men, by the power of God.

2.  Elijah and the prophets of Baal - the fire fell and
consumed the dltar.

3. God bearswitnessto His spokesmen by signs, wonders,
and miracles.

Christians need to stay mindful of false prophets:

1. Matt 24:23-24 Beware

2. 1John4:1 - Test the spirits - Beloved, do not believe
every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God,;
because many fal se prophets have gone out into the world.

3. Wearenot to listen to deceitful spirits or doctrines of
demons.




1 Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit expressly saysthat in latter
times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
decelving spirits and doctrines of demons.

We are to ignore any angel from heaven that preaches a
different gospel then Jesus taught. Galatians 1:8 - But
even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him
be accursed.

V. Thereweremany prophetsin the OT that wedon'’t think of as

prophets

Someinclude:

Moses, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Samuel

These are not normally who we think of as prophets, but they
did prophecy.

V. Old Testament

A. TheOld Testament books are divided into major and minor

prophets.

1.  Thefirst to mention or use theterms “major” and “minor”
prophets was St. Augustinein his book “City of God”

2.  Themagor prophets are: Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel - they
have been named the major prophets because of the length
of their books, not because they were any more important
then the minor, they are just longer.

3. Lamentationsisthe lamentations of Jeremiah

4. Danid ismore of ahistorica book, then abook of
prophecy. Danidl prophecies, but it is not considered a
prophetic book

5.  Thereare 12 minor prophet books in the Old Testament



6. The 12 books are not placed in the bible in chronol ogical
order.

VI. OBADIAH
A. Obadiah isthe shortest book of the minor prophets.
1. It waswritten around 850 - 830 BC

2. Some believe Obadiah was a contemporary (lived at the
same time) of Joel

3. There are 11 other Obadiah’sin Scripture, none of them can
be linked to this Obadiah.

4. Thisbook paralesvery closely with the 49" chapter of
Jeremiah.

“Obadiah foretells the subjection of the Idumeans by the
Chaldeans, and finally by the Jews, whom they had used
most cruelly when brought low by other enemies. These
prophecies have been literally fulfilled for the Idumeans,
asanation, aretotaly extinct.” (Adam Clarke
Commentary).

B. Themeaning of Obadiah =“Wor shiper of Jehovah” or “The
Lord’s Servant”.

C. Towhom wasthebook written ?

To the people of Judah (the southern kingdom) and it was
written about Edom.

D. Whoand WhereisEdom?

1. Edomis southeast of Judah, directly south of the dead sea,
or otherwise known as the salt sea.

2. The“Edomites’ were decedents of Esau, the brother of
Jacob (Israel) Esau settled in the country of Edom —
a. Numbers 20:14 referenceto “thy brother Israel”.
M oses wanted to take the Israglites through Edom



3.

during their exodus and the people of Edom forbid
them to come through their land.

b. In2 Chron. 21:8-10, 16-17 we see where Israel was
attacked by the Philistines and Arabs. Some believe
that the Edomites joined forces in the attack of
Judah.

Historical evidence shows that Edom wronged Isragl.

E. THE REASONFOR THE PROPHECY

1.

We don’t know exactly why God brings forth this
prophecy against Edom, but there is some evidence which
indicates that Edom was not happy with Judah.

It isimplied that Edom would suffer because of how they
treated their brother Judah (Isradl).

F. OBADIAH WASWRITTEN:

1.

2.

3.

To pronounce doom on Edom.
To predict therestoration of theland to Judah.

“God ishererepresented as summoning the nations
against Edom, and declaring that their strongholds should
not save them, 14; that not aremnant, not a gleaning,
should be left of them, 5; that the enemy would search out
his people, and totally subdue them; and that none of their
alies should stand by them, 6-9. He then enlarges on their
particular offense, and threatens them with a speedy
recompense, 10-16. The Babylonians accordingly subdued
the Edomites, and expelled them from Arabia Petraea, of
which they never afterwards recovered possession. The
remaining verses contain a prophecy of the restoration of
the Jews from the Babylonian captivity, and of their
victory over al their enemies, 17-21.” (Adam Clarke —
Commentary)



DOCTRINAL PURPOSESFOR OBADIAH

1. It declaresthejustice of God giving the land back to
Judah

2. It teachesthat pride comes beforethefall!

THE CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE - How do we see
Christ in thisbook?

1. Thebook picturesthe Messiah as both the savior and the
possessor of the kingdom.
2. Also Jesuswasa Jew, he was a decedent from Judah.

SCRIPTURE STUDY OF OBADIAH:

1. Vs 1-4 speak of the pending destruction of Edom, also
called Idumea. The pending destruction is being
announced as the ambassador of the Lord calls the nations
to arms against Edom. The people have taken refugein
the high clefts of the rocks thinking themselves to thereby
be safe from any force that would come against them.

This passage shows how foolish man isto place histrust in
his own self or anything of his own making which exhalts
itself above God. These were a proud peopl e though God
had made them small among the nations, a people
despised by others, yet their pride still deceived them. No
humility and thus their pride would be their downfall.
Compare with Jeremiah 49:16-17.

2. Vs. 5-6 - showsthethief comes and only takes what he
wants. The grape picker will leave some of the grapes
behind for the poor. But the Lord saysthe He will take
everything! The prophet speaks asif this had already
taken place though it had not. But it was a sure thing
because it was the judgment of God and none can escape.

3. vs. 7- your so caled friendswill turn their backs on you.
Thiswould be areference to the Chaldeans with whom the
Edomites served to persecute the Jews. Only God himself
isafriend that sticketh closer than a brother. We are
foolish to place our trust in anyone outside of God. Thisis



especially true for those form confederacies against the
people and work of God.

vs. 8-9 - | will destroy your wise men (one of Job’s friends
was from Teman Job 4:1 Teman was a son of Esau Gen.
36:15) they were known to be aland with wise men.

vs. 10 —“For thy violence against thy brother Jacob— By
thisterm the Israglites in general are understood; for the
two brothers, — Jacob, from whom sprang the Jews, and
Esau, from whom sprang the Idumeans or Edomites, —
are here put for the whole people or descendants of both.
We need not look for particular cases of the violence of
the Edomites against the Jews. See 2 Chronicles 28:17-18.
They had even stimulated the Chaldeans, when they took
Jerusalem, to destroy the temple, and level it with the
ground. See Psalm 137:7.” (Adam Clarke Commentary)
vs. 11-14 - sinsthat Edom committed; God will rebuke
them for their sins. Things that God will rebuke them for:

a. The stood aloof (vs.11) they were guilty by
association. They did not stop the others from
attacking Isragl.

b. You are not to look down on your brother (vs. 12)
Let God be the oneto say, “I told you so”.

c. Do not openly mock your brother’ s destruction. (vs.
12)

d. Do not boast about your own strength. (vs. 12)

e. You should not have entered into Jerusalem to take
the spoil of your brother’s calamity or be involved in
the sin of others. (vs.13)

f.  You should not look down on your brother’s
judgment For in your boasting over your brother’s
judgment you make his judgment your own.(vs. 13)

g. You should not gain (wealth) from their sins. This
was God'’ s judgment on Judah. The spoil belong to
God not Edom.(vs. 13)

h. Do not wait at the cross roads to cut them down.
(vs.13)

I. Do not hand over the only survivorsto the enemy.
Here they were guilty of blocking the escape routes
of the Jews forcing them to turn back into the hands



10.

of the Chaldeans. Asif thiswere not bad enough
they also betrayed those who had taken refuge
among them.(vs.14)

j.  “These verses point out the part the Edomites took
againgt the Jews when the Chaldeans besieged and
took Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and divided
the spoils.” (Adam Clarke Commentary) As
brothers and sistersin Christ we must guard our
hearts that we not take joy in seeing someone suffer
the result of their sin or failure to heed our sin.
Though we may not have actually participated in
their sinful act our pride over their judgment issin
and thus we become a partaker in their sin and will
reap God'’ s judgment as well.

Obadiah can also be a picture of the flesh fighting against
the spirit as the Edomitesin their fleshly attitudes are
boasting themselves against the moving of the Spirit of
God.

Vs. 15 The Day of the Lord - refers to the day of
judgment. For the day of the Lord upon all the nationsis
near; Asyou have done, it shall be done to you; Y our
reprisal shall return upon your own head.

a. Theword “near” means - can occur at any moment.
No one knows the day or the moment it will happen.

b. What you have done to others, will be done to you
on the day of judgment. “What you sow, you will
reap!”

Vs. 16 - For as you drank on my holy mountain, So shall
all the nations drink continually; Y es, they shall drink, and
swallow And they shall be as though they had never been.
Just as you have taken profit at the expense of your brother
and shall therefore reap the judgment of God to the extent
that you no longer exist, so it will be to the nations who do
likewise.

Vs. 17 But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, And
there shall be holiness; The house of Jacob shall possess
their possessions.

a. Thegspirit winsthewar. Judah will posses the land.

b. Deliverance; Israel will be delivered from their
enemies.



11.

12.

Cc. Holiness: as Judah walksin the Spirit holiness
happens.
Speaking mainly here about how the Jews will be
delivered from their captivity to Babylon and once
again dwell in their land. It isinteresting to note that
after the Babylonian captivity ended the Jews were
basically left alone while the Persians and Greeks
ravaged the nations around them.

Vs. 18-20 The house of Jacob shall be afire— After their
return from captivity, the Jews, caled here the house of
Jacob and the house of Joseph, did break out as aflame
upon the Edomites; they reduced them into davery; and
obliged them to receive circumcision, and practice therites
of the Jewish religion. There shall not be any remaining—
As apeople and a nation they shall be totally destroyed.

Verse 19. They of the south— Judah, should render
themselves masters of the mountains of Edom which were
contiguous to them.

Those Jews of the plain— will possess the Philistines
country.

The land which belonged to Ephraim & Samaria shall
also once again belong to the Jews.

Benjamin shall possess Gilead which would be alarger
possession than they had before the captivity.

Verse 20 The captivity here would be of the 10 tribes
who shall possess all the land they originally held with
the addition of the land which the Canaanites held by
force. Concerning the captivity of Judah they would
once again occupy all the citiesthey once called their
own.

Vs. 21 - The saviors shall come to Mount Zion to judge
the mountains of Esau, And the kingdom shall be the
Lord’'s. Itislikely these“saviors’ isareference to those
|leaders who would become deliverers of God’ s people,
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such as Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah. Thereisalso felt
among several commentaries that this could also be a
reference to the saints of God who some day St in
judgment of Edom.
13. Facts about Edom’ s destruction, 3 known times that Edom
has been defeated:
a. Cyrus, king of Perdia, after Isragl was restored.
After 539 BC
b. In 109 BC the Jews under the Maccabee's, crushed
Edom.
c. After the siege of Jerusalem (70 AD) the Edomites
were completely lost sight of. (In 70 AD the temple
was destroyed by Titus)

VIl. JOEL
A. Jod isthought to be one of Obadiah’s contemporaries.
1. Many believed that Joel lived during the reign of King

Joash.

2. Joash was avery young king, and he reigned in 830/820
BC

3.  Thetiming of Joel took place during the same time as
2 Kings 12.

B. WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF JOEL?

1. Jod: 1.1 - Theword of the Lord that came to Joel the son
of Pethuel
a. Therewere 10 other Joel’sin Scripture.
b. Many believe that Joel was a priest
c. Heprobably lived in Jerusalem.

B. TOWHOM WASTHE BOOK WRITTEN TO?
It was written to Jerusalem and the people of Judah.

C. WHY WASITWRITTEN?
1. Two Reasons.
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a. Theliteral reason: They had just had a plague of the
locust, they had begun to see devastation.

b. The historical reason: Joel was giving awarning of
God' simpending judgment on Judah.

D. THEDOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. Theday of the Lord will come
2.  Thecoming of the Spirit of the Lord on al God’s people.

E. THE CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. We seehim asthe one who givesthe Holy Spirit. 2:28 -
And it shall come to pass afterward That | will pour out
My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, Y our old men shall dream dreams, Y our young
men shall seevisions.

2.  We see the Messiah as the one who judges the nations.
32& 12

3.  We seethe Christ asthe one who is our refuge and
stronghold for his people. 3:16 - The Lord aso will
roar from Zion and utter His voice from Jerusalem; The
heavens and earth will shake; But the Lord will bea
shelter for His people, And the strength of the children of
Israel.

F. SCRIPTURE STUDY OF JOEL:

“Under the idea of an enemy’s army, the prophet represents a
cloud of locusts, which in histime fell upon Judea, and caused
great desolation. This, together with the caterpillars, and the
drought, brought a terrible famine upon the land. God, being
moved with the calamities and prayers of his people, scattered
the locusts, and the wind blew them into the sea. These

mi sfortunes were succeeded by plenty and fertility. After this,
the prophet foretold the day of the Lord, and the vengeance he
was to exercise in the valley of Jezreel. He speaks of the teacher
of righteousness, whom God was to send; and of the Holy
Spirit, which was to descend upon all flesh. He says that
Jerusalem will be inhabited for ever; that salvation will come
out from thence; and that whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved. All this relates to the new covenant,
and the time of the Messiah.” (Adam Clarke Commentary)
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G. Chapter One

1.

1:1-3 Joel has an important message but before even
telling them what the message ishe eludestoit’s
importance by telling them to pass this down from
generation to generation 1:3

1:4 The great locust attack. What the chewing locust | eft,
the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust
left the crawling locust has eaten, And what the crawling
locust has left, the consuming locust has eaten. Though
thisis the description of an actual event, the locust are also
symbolic of the armies of the enemies of Judah which God
will use to bring Hisjudgment against His people. Itis
likely that the 4 insects are the same locust in its stages of
development into an all consuming force of God's
creation.

Some believe that Jod is speaking only about the locust,
but that is not likely as He is making the point that, as it
wasin Edom, | (the Lord) am not going to just come and
dap your hands, but I’ m going to come a second, third and
forth time destroying everything.

1:5-12 There were four different groups of people that
Joel was speaking to:

a. Thedrunkards. Vs. 5-7 - thelocust have eaten all
the grapes, thereis no new wine. When locust
destroyed the vines there would be no wine for
severa yearsto come. Often the judgment of God
has a much farther reaching effect than those being
judged counted on.

“That real locusts are intended there can be little
doubt; but it is thought that this may be adouble
prophecy, and that the destruction by the Chaldeans
may also be intended, and that the four kinds of
locusts mentioned above may mean the four several
attacks made on Judea by them. Thefirst in the last
year of Nabonassar, (father of Nebuchadnezzar,)
which was the third of Jehoiakim; the second when
Jehoiakim was taken prisoner in the eleventh year of
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his reign; the third in the ninth year of Zedekiah and
the fourth three years after, when Jerusalem was
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. Others say that they
mean four powers which have been enemies of the
Jews:. 1. The palmerworm, the Assyrians and
Chaldeans. 2. Thelocust, the Persians and Medes. 3.
The cankerworm, the Greeks, and particularly
Antiochus Epiphanes. 4. The caterpillar, the
Romans. Others make them four kings; Tiglath-
pileser, Shalmaneser, Sennacherib, and
Nebuchadnezzar.” “Thelocust are known for their
gathering together during the month of June to form
huge armies that would then move across the land
devouring everything in their path that was green.”
(Adam Clarke Commentary)

b. Thevirgin, likeavirgin waiting for the husband of
her youth. Vs. 8 - she waits for the promised
husband that never arrived.

c. Thepriest and minigters of the Lord. Vs. 9 - They
mourn over the loss of the people, and that they have
nothing to offer before the Lord as a sacrifice.

d. Thefarmer - the crops have vanished, all their hard
work wasin vain. The crops have been
destroyed/lost at the time of harvest. All the work
had already been performed.

1:13-14 vs. 13isacdl for the priests to lament over the
their situation described in verse 9. Vs. 14 “The clause
should be trandlated-consecrate a fast, proclaim atime of
restraint; that is, of total abstinence from food, and from
al secular employment. All the elders of the land and the
representatives of the people were to be collected at the
templeto cry unto the Lord, to confess their sins, and pray
for mercy. The temple was not yet destroyed. This
prophecy was delivered before the captivity of Judah.”
(Adam Clarke Commentary)

1:15-18 - Alasfor the day! For the day of the Lord is at
hand; It shall come as destruction from the Almighty.
Joel showsthat even in the middle of destruction it is still
the hand of the Lord. The day of the Lord = Judgment.
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L ook past the locust to what was to come - Repent and
avoid the future judgment and destruction.

6. 1:19-20 Jod criesout to God. O Lord, to Youl cry out;
For fire has devoured the open pastures, And a flame has
burned al the trees of the field. Whether this description
was the result of afire, drought, or just the ruin left behind
by the locust it is descriptive of the extent of God's
judgment. Most fedl it is descriptive of adrought similar
to what Jeremiah spoke of in Jeremiah 14.6.

CHAPTER TWO

“The prophet sounds the alarm of adreadful calamity, the
description of which is most terribly worked up, 1-11.
Exhortation to repentance, fasting, and prayer, that the Divine
judgments may be averted, 12-17. God will in due time take
vengeance on all the enemies of pure and undefiled, 18-20.
Great prosperity of the Jews subsequent to their return from the
Babylonish captivity, 21-27. Joel then makes an elegant
transition to the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of
Pentecost, 28-30; for so these verses are explained by one of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. See Acts 2:16-21. Prophecy
concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, which was shortly to
follow the opening of the Gospel dispensation, 31. Promises of
safety to the faithful and penitent; promises afterwards
remarkably fulfilled to the Christians in their escape to Pella
from the desolating sword of the Roman army, 32.” (Adam
Clarke Commentary)

1. 2:1-Painting apicture of the Holy City and the nearness
of the “Day of the Lord”. God’sjudgment is coming.

2. 2:2-11 Oneday of darkness and gloom. The army that is
coming will come swarming like the rising of the sun on a
early morning horizon. However, we have never seen the
likes of this before. It will be overwhelming. The locust
have been known to become so thick as to hide the sun
from view for adistance of 12 miles, and their noise can
be heard well before they arrive. Such shall be the
judgment God brings against Judah.
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3. 2:12-17 Here the prophet speaks words of hope!! Repent
and the Lord will spare you.

a. Overview of 12-17 show the future restoration and
call to repentance. God tells the peopleto rend their
heartsinstead of their clothes. Remember man looks
on the outward appearance but God looks on the
heart, the inner man. God doesn’t want nor is he
satisfied with an outward sign of repentance or
dedication to him. He wants a true repentance that
flows from one’ s heart. Therefore they were to rend
their hearts, just as David prayed in Ps. 139:23
“Search my heart.... “ which wasto give God
permission to ransack his heart for any sin that it
would be dealt with. Nothing to be left hidden from
God. Thiswas the repentance God was calling the
peopleto. The cal to repentance included a call to
fasting, and sanctification. To set one' s self aside
for God’ s purpose, to enter into atime of fasting,
abandoning those things the pleasured the flesh for a
period of drawing near to God.

b. God issaying returnto me. If they would only cry
out in earnest repentance to Him then they could be
spared His judgment. God iswilling to show mercy.
Mercy is not getting the judgment we deserve. They
have only to show Him that they recognize their sin
and are willing to humble themselves and seek His
forgiveness with a whole heart.

4. Theresults of Repenting and Fasting - 2:18-28 - God did
not change his MIND, we do not have the power to change
the mind of god. The Lord knew that He would relent and
bring victory to His people. But their changed hearts
changed the situation. (God already knew what was going
to take place.)

In the favor and blessing of God we see the destruction of
their enemies, the restoration of the land, and alevel of
prosperity that returns what the enemy had robbed from
them when they were away from God. Hispromiseisto
give both the former and latter rain (an indication of
fruitfulness) in the same month, in other words to pour out
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more blessings then they can contain. To the purpose that
they would know He isthelr God and they are His people.
5. 15 results of repenting and fasting.
God would be zealous and have pity - Vs. 18
The Lord will reply and answer His people - Vs. 19
He will send grain, new wine and ail - Vs. 19
No longer will you be scorned for the nations - Vs.
19
Only the Lord will satisfy His people - Vs. 19
He will drive sin from you - Vs 20
He will bring gladness and rejoicing - Vs 21
He will bless their lands and harvest - Vs. 22-24
He will restore to you the years that the locust have
eaten - Vs. 25
j. Youwill befull and have plenty - Vs.26
k. Wewill praisethe Lord, He will work wonders for
you - Vs. 26
|.  Youwill not be shamed - Vs. 26
m. You will have assurance that the Lord is with you -
Vs. 27
n. Hewill pour out His Spirit - Vs. 28
0. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy - Vs. 28
6. Inverse29 We seethe gifts of teaching and instructing
men shall not be restricted to any one class or order of
people. He shall call and qualify the men of his own
choice; and shall take such out of al ranks, orders,
degrees, and officesin society. And he will pour out his
Spirit upon them; and they shall be endowed with all the
gifts and graces necessary to convert sinners, and build up
the Church of Chrigt...(Adam Clarke Commentary)
7. Thefina days, judgment will come. The end times. Vs.
30-32 Indicate some of the signs which precede the
second coming of Christ and the great day of the Lord.

oo op

—TQ e

I. CHAPTER THREE - Jodl speaksto the nations

1. vs 1-2 Thereismuch disagreement among Bible teachers
as to exactly what time period thisis areferenceto. It
seems most likely to reference atime of the restoration of
the Jews just prior to the second coming of Christ. Verse
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1 makes reference to God “bringing again” which means
this time would be at least a second gathering. Perhaps the
first took place as the Jews regathered in Jerusalem when
they returned from Babylon after being set free by Cyrus
the Persian to rebuild the city and temple. Inverse 2 we
see al nations will be gathered for God’ s judgment
concerning their treatment of Israel and her land.
Presently, according to the Adam Clarke Commentary,
thereisno “valley of Jehoshaphat” in the land of Judea.
Thusif thisisarea placeit must be known by some other
name at thistime. It would seem to be the possible
location of the battle of Armageddon.

vs. 3-8 Here we see 7 reasons for God’ s judgment on the
Gentiles:

They have cast lots for my peoplevs.3
Given boysto be harlots

Sold daughters for wine

Lived in drunkenness

Taken My silver and gold vs.5

Taken My pleasant thingsinto idol temples
Sold My people as slaves vs. 6

Q@ P op oW

Vs. 9-12 Here we seethe call to everyone to make ready
for war from the mighty warriors to the common farmer
who must refashion his plow into a weapon for warfare.
What a contrast to the time when they shall do just the
opposite turning their weaponsinto plowshares (Isa. 2:4).
But here God gathers the nations for Armageddon and the
following judgment of nations (Matt. 25:31-46).
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4. Vs. 13-16 Thetime for the harvest of wickedness has
arrived. The harvest isripe, the winepress of God’ s wrath
Is about to overflow. The world is gathered to the valley
of decision, valey of Jehoshaphat, for the great and
terrible day of God’ swrath has come. There will be signs
in the heavens as the Lord shows that He alone is the God
of all flesh and the hope & strength of His people, the true
Israel of God.

4. vs 17-21 After Armageddon the Lord shall reign upon
His Holy mountain. Where the presence of the Lord isthe
placeisHoly. So shall Jerusalem be a place of Holiness where
no idols or strangers shall be permitted. In verse 18 we see the
similar prophecy to that of Ezekiel 47 where the river of God
flows from His throne bringing life and blessing where ever it
goes.

VIII. JONAH

A.  WRITTEN AROUND 780-760 BC. By Jonah.

B. TIME & PLACE: 2KINGS 14

Jeroboam was the King. Story is about Nineveh isthecity itis
written about and is the capital of Assyria
1. JONAH means= Dove

C. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Torebuke the Jewsfor being proud.
2. For them not seeing God' s love for the Gentiles

D. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. Theuniversdity of God's salvation

2. Theneed to obey God

3. The secret of true revival, “Repentance”.
4. Salvation comes from the Lord
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E. CHRISTOLOGOICAL PURPOSE

Jonah isatype of Christ. How? By the resurrection from
the belly of the whale and the saving of many.

F. SCRIPTURE STUDY OF JONAH:

1. Chapter 1 - The Disobedient Prophet
a. Vs1-3; Jonah went in the opposite direction from
Nineveh - He went down to Joppa; going down from
God, away from Him.

(1)  Jonah paid afull fare and did not get where
he was going. When we run from the Lord
we never get to where we think we are
going. He paid the full fare, Paying the
price, but not getting the full ride.  When
we are walking in the will of God, we
always get where we are going.

2. Vs 4-7 How wonderful isthe grace of God that He would
intervene by creating a situation where the good that was
in Jonah could eventually proveitself. Herethe stormis
not unlike many storms God usesin our livesto create the
opportunity for us to come to obedience. The seamen
were filled with fear, praying to their gods who were
powerless to save them. Meanwhile Jonah goes on with
his life oblivious to the situation, as he is so caught up in
himself. Suddenly, he is awakened from his self, by the
needs of others. Could the God of Jonah prove to be more
powerful than the false gods of the seamen? But Jonah is
not yet ready to share the truth he knowsinside. How like
us when we care more about ourselves than others. But
again God lends a helping finger, pointing it a Jonah.
There are times when God hasto remove all other
possibilities before his children will walk in obedience.
We can be thankful that He longsuffering with us.

3. Vs 8-9 Here several questions are asked by the men
giving Jonah a wide opportunity to share his situation as
he saw fit. He shares a positive witness for God which
places his God far above that of the sailors and even told
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them, according to verse 10, that he was running from
God.

Vs. 10-12 - It seems somewhat amazing that Jonah would
now be willing to sacrifice hislife to save these pagan
sailors, yet had refused to obey God to save the city of
Nineveh. Hisreasoning being that Nineveh, the capital of
Assyria, was an enemy of his people, and he did not want
God to be merciful and warn them.

Vs. 13-15 The wicked were more merciful then the
righteous. They tried to row to the shore, instead of
throwing Jonah overboard. They could not win their battle
because Jonah was a stubborn backdider in the hands of
his God. Even the sailors had sense enough to cry out to
God. Once Jonah was thrown overboard, the seas grew
clam. However the Lord did not give up on Jonah, and he
doesn’t give up on us.

Vs. 16-17 Perhaps thiswas the first sacrifice offered on
board avessel sincethe ark floated on the waters of the
great deluge; and it ismost probable that these heathens,
witnessing what was done, became sincere convertsto the
true God.

In the Hebrew 3 days can mean any part of 3 days, not
necessarily whole days, but when 3 nights are added it can
only mean 3 literal days & nights. Matthew 12:40 also
reports that Christ was 3 days and nightsin the grave.
According to notes in the Dake Bible, Christ was placed in
the grave on Wednesday just before sunset and resurrected
at the end of Saturday at sunset. The Bible does not say
that Christ was crucified and buried on Friday. The
sabbath of John 19:31 was not the regular weekly one, but
the specia sabbath of the feast.

Concerning the fish some baleen whales are up to
100 ft. long and 40 ft. around, weighing some 300,000 |bs.
A Mediterranean fish was caught and exhibited in Beirut
which had a head that weighed 6 tons. A man standing on
the lower jaw could not reach the upper jaw, the opening
being about 8 ft. across. The April 4, 1896 Literary Digest
gave astory of a Mediterranean whal e that demolished a
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harpoon boat. Two men werelost. One was found alive
inthe whale' sbelly aday and a half after it waskilled.
James Bartley lived with no after effects except his skin
was tanned by the gastric juices. A pure fish was caught
off the Florida coast that weighed 30,000 Ibs. It was 45 ft.
long and 8 ft. thick. It had a 1500 Ib. Fish inits stomach
besides alarge octopus. A man could easily stand it its
stomach.

Chapter 2 - The disciplined Prophet

a. Vs. 1-7 Jonah prays and callson the Lord, and
promises to do what God wishes him to do. He will be
obedient to hiscaling. Itisinteresting that it wasn't until
Jonah had been afflicted that he turned to God. Far to
often it is not until we are afflicted or in some serious
trouble that we turn to God. Jonah is apicture of Christ,
He went into the depth of Sheol, then rose again.

b. Vs. 8-10 In verse 8 we see that those who give
themselves to the work of their own hands forsake mercy.
We are much better off to obey God to the best of our
ability and remainin Hismercy. Inverse 9 we see Jonah
come back to the place of obedience. Heisin aterrible
situation yet he knows to give God the sacrifice of
thanksgiving. God aloneishis salvation. Verse 10 shows
us that God heard this repentent sinner from the depths of
the sea and answered his prayer. Heisgiven anew
beginning, resurrected from death.

Chapter 3 - The Dynamic Prophet, running with the
Lord

a. Vs 1-2 Our God isaGod of second chances. Jonah
receives his second commission to be God's
messenger to Nineveh.

b. Vs. 3-4 Nineveh was even larger than the city of
Babylon. Some have estimated that it was at |east 60
milesin circumference. Thusit would easily have
taken aman 3 daysto walk through it. Here Jonah
propheciesto the city that in 40 daysit shall be
overthrown.

C. Vs.5-9 The people:
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(1) Believed God

(1) Proclaimed afast which included their
animals

(111) Everyone put on sackcloth

(1V) Theking evenlaid aside hiskingly
garments, put on sackcloth, and sat in ashes

(V) Even the animals were covered in sackcloth

(V1) It wasfurther decreed that everyoneturn
from their wicked & violent ways

d. Vs. 10 God saw true repentance in the heart and
actions of the people and sparred the people from the
impending judgment.

4. Chapter 4 - The Disappointed Prophet, running ahead
of theLord.

a. Vs. 1-4 Jonahisangry because the people repented
and God was being merciful as Jonah expected He
would. It ishard toimagine that a man who's
ministry was so successful seeing 120,000 converts
could be so disappointed. But Jonah is so upset that
God has spared his enemy. How could he possibly
face the people of his homeland who most likely aso
wanted these people dead. But what Jonah was
failing to realize isthat he did get hiswish. These
people were dead! They were no longer the people
they useto be. All 120,000 were now children of
God and brothers & sistersto Jonah. They were no
longer the enemy he once knew. Those people had
been conquered by one man and his God in a battle
that saw no blood shed or weapon raised in anger.
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IX. AMOS

b. Vs. 5-6 Eventhough God had tried to appeal to

Jonah’ s sense of reason in verse 4 concerning the
value of persisting in hisanger he choosesto resist
God' sinquiry, and separate himself until he sees
what becomes of the city. Hisonly bright spot in the
whole affair was God’ s second effort at bringing
comfort to his despondent servant, in the preparation
of agourd to provide additional shade from the heat
of theday. Surprisingly thisdid seemto ease his
discomfort but did little to change his heart.

Vs. 7-8 God sends aworm to cut off the life flow to
the gourd so that it withered by morning. When
Jonah awoke there was a strong east wind on top of
it being avery hot day. With the discouragement of
his situation and the heat causing him to feel faint
enough that all together he wished he could die, God
again tries to reason with him.

Vs. 9-11 Jonah is having no part in reason. He
prefers death over reason. Just as Jonah had no
thought for the gourd, he continues to have no
gladness for the many souls that were now a part of
God' skingdom. We don't know how the situation
ended from this point but what we do know is that:
God is merciful to those who repent of their sin
whilethereistime. That Heisthe God of a second
chanceinthislife. Just as he gave Jonah a second
chanceto obey, he gave all the inhabitants of
Nineveh anew life.

Isn’t it funny how we think God should have mercy
on each of us when we fail Him, but we think God’s
judgment should fall on others when they fall.

Amos was a shepherd and fig grower from the southern kingdom
(Judah), but he prophesied to the northern kingdom (Isragl).
Israel was politically at the height of its power with a prosperous
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economy, but the nation was spiritually corrupt. Idolswere
worshiped throughout the land and especially at Bethel, which
was supposed to be the nation’ sreligious center. Like Hosea,
Amos was sent by God to denounce this social and religious
corruption. About 30 or 40 years after Amos prophesied,
Assyriadestroyed the capital city, Samaria, and conquered | sragl
(722B.C.). Uzziah reigned in Judah from 792-740; Jeroboam ||
reigned in Israel from 793-753. QVLAB

Name means= TheLord carriesor upholds of Burden
Bearer.

1. Amoswasfrom Tekoa; asmall town six miles south of
Bethel and 11 miles from Jerusalem. It was located in the
rugged sheep country of Judah.

2.  Amoswas a shepherd, not a prophet - 7:14-15 The Lord
called so he went.

3. Hewas sent to preach god’ s message to the Northern
kingdom, probably in Bethel.

TIME FRAME;

1. King: Uzziah; Azariah

2. During 2 Kings 14:23 - 15:7
2 Kings 13:17-19 - Elisha prophesied that they
would be prosperous as he was dieing.

3. Itwasatime of great prosperity and idolatries
During this great time of plenty the people forgot
about God

WRITTEN:

1. Asawarning that God was going to bring judgment.
2.  Amos was written directly to the rebellious Northern
Kingdom

HISTORICAL PURPOSE
To call the rebellious northern tribes to repentance of their sins.
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E. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. God hates evil
2. Thesanctity of HisLaw - Hislaw isHoly
3. God sjustice and righteousness

F. CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE
Presents Christ as the re-builder of David’ s tabernacle- 9:11
G. SCRIPTURE STUDY OF AMOS:

The first two chapters announce the judgment on the nations.
1. Chapter 1

a. Vs. 1-2though the book does not start out with “the
word of the Lord” asHosea & Joel we do seethe
prophet speak “ Thus saith the Lord” inverse 3. DB
In verse 2 we see the announcement of judgment
which will be poured out on the 6 nations which
follow in these chapters.

b. Vs. 3-5 speaks about judgment upon Damascus,
representing Syria.  They are being judged for their
treatment of Gilead.

c. Vs6-8herePhilistiaisjudged for carrying away
captives to Edom most likely to be sold into davery

d. Vs9-10-Tyreisjudged for breaking atreaty

e. Vs. 11-12 Edom - south of the salt sea, isjudged
because of their vengeful spirit against his brother
Jacob. Esau was an Edomite.

f. Vs 13-15-Ammon isjudged for their violence
againgt the women of Gilead so they could enlarge
their borders

2. Chapter 2

a. Vs 1-3Moab - judged because of their hatred
toward Edom. The act described hereis not
mentioned el sewhere.

b. Vs 4-5-Judah isjudged because they perverted the
law like their fathers before them.

Cc. Vs 6-16—Ilsad isjudged for several acts:

(1) Soldtherighteousfor silver

(I1) For their abuse of the poor — this may refer
to taking the property of the poor who were
forced to give their shoesto the oppressor in

26



the gate of the city asasign that they were
giving up all right to the property they had
walked on as owner. DB

(111) Coveted even the dust of the earth thrown on
the head of the poor

(1V) Turned aside the way of the meek

(V) Father and son going in unto the same maid

(V1) For breaking the law of pledges

(VI1) Drinking wine of the condemned in the
house of their god. The law specified one
altar and one place of sacrifices but they had
many altars for many gods. DB

(VI11)Gave Nazarites wine to drink which was
against the vow taken by a Nazarite

(IX) Forbid the prophets to prophecy

(X) Provoked God to anger

In verses 9-11 we see some of the things God had
donefor Israel reminding them of his care for them.
Vs. 13 telsusthat the load of their sin that God has
carried is much to great and therefore He will bring
the judgment of vs. 14-16 whereby none shall be
able to deliver themselves.

3. Chapter 3 Chapters 3-6 - There are three sermons
preached of Israel’ s sin and the judgment coming forth.
a. Vs 1-8 First sermon states the reason for the
judgment
(1) Theirsins
(1) TheLord says“Only you have | chosen”
(I11) The Lord brought you a prophet to warn you
-Vs. 7
God chose Isragl to be the people through whom
al other nations of the world could know Him. He made
this promise to Abraham, father of the Israglites (Genesis
12:1-3). Israel didn’t have to do anything to be chosen;
God had given them this special privilege because he
wanted to, not because they deserved special treatment
(Deuteronomy 9:4-6). Pride in their privileged position,
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however, ruined Israel’ s sensitivity to the will of God and
to the plight of others.

With a series of seven rhetorical questions, Amos
shows how two events can be linked together. Once one
event takes place, the second will surely follow. Amos
was showing that God'’ s revelation to him was the sure
sign that judgment would follow. QVLAB

b. Vs 9-10 Amos pictured Philistia and Egypt
summoned to witness Isragl’ s great sins. Even
Israel’ s most wicked and idolatrous neighbors would
see God judge Isradl.

The people of Isragl no longer knew how to do
what was right. The more they sinned, the harder it
was to remember what God wanted. The same istrue
for us. The longer we wait to deal with sin, the
greater the hold it has on us. QVLAB

C. Vs 11-15 The enemy mentioned here was Assyria,
which conquered Isragl and did just as Amos
predicted. The people were scattered to foreign
lands, and foreigners were placed in the land to keep
the peace. Israel’ sleaders had robbed their
defenseless countrymen, and here they would be
rendered defenseless by the Assyrians. Amos added
that even if the Israglitestried to repent, it would be
too late. The destruction would be so complete that
nothing of value would be left.

God' sjudgment against Isragl’ s altars shows
that he was rgjecting Isragl’ s entire religious system
because it was so polluted. The horns of the altar
stood for protection (1 Kings 1:49-53), and the false
altars would soon be gone. Then the people would
have no sanctuary or protection (see 4:4) when
judgment came. QVLAB
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4. Chapter 4 - Theresult of God’s Judgment.
“Destruction”
a. Vs 1-3lsrad’swedthy women were called
“kine” =“fat cows’—pampered, deek, and well fed
(see Psalm 22:12). These women selfishly pushed
their husbands to oppress the helplessin order to
support their lavish life-styles. QVLAB
b. Vs 4-5 Sinmore, keep it up, because you loveto
sin, but | see thereisno heart.

Amos sarcastically invited the peopleto sinin
Bethel and Gilgal, where they worshiped idols
instead of God. Bethel was where God had renewed
his covenant to Abraham with Jacob (Genesis 28:10-
22). At thistime, Bethel was the religious center of
the northern kingdom, and Jeroboam had placed an
idol there to discourage the people from traveling to
Jerusalem in the southern kingdom to worship (1
Kings 12:26-29). Gilgal was Isradl’ sfirst
campground after entering the Promised Land
(Joshua 4:19). Here Joshua had renewed the
covenant and the rite of circumcision, and the people
had celebrated the Passover (Joshua 5:2-11). Saul
was crowned Israel’ sfirst king in Gilga (1 Samuel
11:15). QVLAB

c. Vs. 6-11 Five corrective judgments God will bring:
(1) Hard times/'unemployment - Vs. 6
(1)  Weather troubles- Vs. 7,8
(111) Unfruitful farm land and nationa
productivity — Vs. 9
(1V) Disease and sickness- Vs. 10
(V) Harsh calamities, but God’'s mercy was there
-Vs 11
d. Vs12-13 givestheresult - prepare to meet your
God.

5. Chapter 5-“A call for Repentance’
a. Vs 1-3Beginsalament for Israd. “Amos shocked
his listeners by singing a funeral song for them as
though they had aready been destroyed. The
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Israelites believed that their wealth and religious
ritual made them secure, but Amos lamented their
sure destruction.” QVLAB

This message is against the northern kingdom. She
ispictured as avirgin who has fallen so low that no
one can raise her up. Vs. 3 predictsthat only 10%
will beleft in the land after the greater number were
destroyed or taken captive. DB
Vs. 4-9 lsradl isadmonished to seek the Lord if they
wish to live. They were not to seek Him in the
places of their idolatry. Vs. 7 shows usthat they
would rather taste the bitterness of God’ s judgment
than the sweetness of justice. DB
Vs. 10-13 A society isin trouble when those who
try to do right are hated for their commitment to
justice. Any society that exploits the poor and
defenseless or hates the truth is bent on destroying
itself. QVLAB
Vs. 14-15 They could till avert God' s judgment if
they would smply seek good and not evil. This
would be a demonstration of a change of heart for
them that God would honor.
Vs. 16-17 Failure to honor the dead was considered
horriblein Israel, so loud weeping was common at
funerals. Paid mourners, usually women, cried and
mourned loudly with dirges and eulogies. Amos said
there would be so many funerals that there would be
a shortage of professional mourners, so farmers
would be caled from the fields to help (see a'so
Jeremiah 9:17-20). QVLAB
Vs. 18-24 Here “the day of the LORD” meansthe
Imminent destruction by the Assyrian army as well
as the future day of God’sjudgment. For the faithful,
“the day of the LorD” will be glorious, but for the
unfaithful it will be aday of darkness and doom.
These people were calling for the day of the
Lord, thinking it would bring an end to their
troubles. But God said, “Y ou have no idea what you
are wishing for.” This*“day of the LorD” would
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bring justice, and justice would bring the punishment
the people deserved for their sins.

IN VERSES 21-23 God hates worship by people
who go through the motions only for show. If we are
living sinful lives and using religious rituals and
traditions to make ourselves ook good, God will
despise our worship and not accept what we offer.
He wants sincere hearts, not praise from hypocrites.
QVLAB

g. Vs 25-27 They did offer sacrificesto God whilein
the wilderness but most often their hearts were not in
it. But they did make their own gods of which
Moloch & Chiun were among. Thereisaso
indication that they made gods to the stars,
something Dake says was not mentioned in the
writings of Moses. The result of all this being the
impending captivity to Assyria.

6. Chapter 6

a. Vs 1-6 Amos leveled his attack at those living in
complacency and luxury in both Israel and Judah.
Great wealth and comfortable life-styles may make
people think they are secure, but God is not pleased
if we isolate ourselves from others needs. God
wants us to care for others as he cares for us.
QVLAB

Great citiesto the east, north, and west had
been destroyed because of their pride. What
happened to them would happen to Israel because
Israel’ssin wasjust as great as theirs.

Ivory was an imported luxury, rare and
extremely expensive. Even asmall amount of ivory
symbolized wealth. Something as extravagant as a
bed inlaid with ivory shows the gross waste of
resources that should have been used to help the
poor. QVLAB
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b. Vs. 7-14 Invs. 7 we seethat like Judah later, |srael
would be taken captive in different groups. Vs. 9-10
Any remaining after the siege would die most likely
of pestilence. Their bodieswould be burned,
reduced to apile of bones. Hereandin| Sam. 31:12
are the only two references to the burning of corpses
inlsragl. Vs. 11-14 Here we see that God will smite
the great and small by raising up a nation against
them.

7. Chapter 7

The following series of visions conveyed God's
message to the people, using images that were familiar to
them—grasshoppers, fire, and aplumb line. QVLAB

a. Vs. 1-3 God shows Amos that he was going to bring
grasshoppers against Israel as a sign of the coming
judgment. However, Amos prayed and God changed
hismind. Dake says, “God has done this many times
in answer to the prayers of His people. Hehasaso
changed His mind when it became necessary in the
fulfillment of His own plan; that is, when it became
necessary to curse and not bless He did not hesitate
to do what was needed, always working toward the
ultimate goal of ridding the earth of all rebellion.”

b. Vs. 4-6 God shows Amos that he will bring afire as
asign of judgment and again Amos went to prayer
and God answered the prayer of His prophet,
withholding the fire.

c. Vs. 7-9 A plumb line was used to determine
straightness of awall. Now there was no repenting
by God. He would exact His judgment on those who
failed the plumb linetest. Thusall their sanctuaries
to false idols would be torn down and Israel would
be laid waste.

d. Vs 10-13 Prophets like Amos were often seen as
traitors and conspirators because they spoke out
againg the king and his advisers, questioning their
authority and exposing their sin. The kings often saw
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the prophets as enemies rather than as God' s
spokesmen who were really trying to help them and
the nation.

Amaziah was the chief priest in Bethel,
representing Isragl’ s officia religion. He was not
concerned about hearing God’ s message; he was
only worried about his own position. Maintaining his
position was more important than listening to the
truth. QVLAB

e. Vs 14-17 Amos answers Amaziah reminding him
that Amos never chose to become a prophet but was
so by the calling of God. Then the prophet predicts
the destruction of Amaziah's household along with
the destruction of Isragl.

8. Chapter 8

a. Vs. 1-6 Thebasket of summer fruit isthat whichis
soon spoiled just as Israel will soon be. Therest of
this section restates the sins of Isragl.

b. Vs. 7-14 The judgment of God will come likea
flood which was common along the Nile in Egypt.
The darkening of the sun a noonday has happened
before and will happen again in the future so thereis
every reason to take thisliterally (Ex. 10:15-22,
14:20, 20:21; Joshua 24:7). Invs. 14 we see that al
the falseidols they put their trust in will fall.

9. Chapter 9

a. Vs. 1-4 Judgment would begin at the altar, the center
of the nation’s life, the place where the people
expected protection and blessing. Thisjudgment
would cover all 12 tribes. Commentators disagree
concerning this altar. Some think it was the altar at
Bethel; more likely it was the altar in the Templein
Jerusalem. God would destroy their base of security
in order to bring them to himself. Butin 9:11 he
promises to restore his renewed people and their
broken world.
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The “place of the dead” was the grave. The
grave and Mount Carmel were symbols of the
extremes they would go to in order to hide from
God. No one can escape God' s judgment. Thiswas
good news for the faithful but bad news for the
unfaithful. Whether we go to the mountaintops or the
bottom of the sea, God will find us and judge us for
our deeds. Amos pictured the judgment of the
wicked as a sea serpent, relentlessly pursuing the
condemned. For God' s faithful followers, however,
the judgment brings a new earth of peace and
prosperity. QVLAB
Vs. 5-10 Invs. 5-6 we see the greatness of God

compared to vs.7 the Ethiopians, who were not
under covenant with God. God is saying that so it
shall seemto Israel that because of the destruction
He will bring. The sinful kingdom would most
certainly be lsragl. God predictsits complete
destruction from the face of the earth except for a
few that would be |eft to preserve the house of
Jacob, meaning both houses of |sradl.

Vs. 11-15 In the punishment, the house of David was
reduced to a“house in ruins.” God’ s covenant with
David stated that one of David’ s descendants would
aways sit on histhrone (2 Samuel 7:12-16). The
exile made this promise seem impossible. But “in
that day” God would raise up and restore the
kingdom to its promised glory. This was a promise
to both Israel and Judah, not to be fulfilled by an
earthly, political ruler, but by the Messiah, who
would renew the spiritual Kingdom and rule forever.

Vs.12 says that they “may possess the remnant
of Edom”. “lIsrael will possess their enemies and
when David's kingdom is set up again and he and
Messiah reign, men will seek the Lord in agreater
way than ever before” (DB).

Verse 13 describes atime of such an
abundance of crops that the people won’t be able to
harvest them all.
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The Jews of Amos'sday had lost sight of
God's care and love for them. The rich were carefree
and comfortable, refusing to help othersin need.
They observed their religious rituals in hopes of
appeasing God, but they did not truly love him.
Amos announced God’ s warnings of destruction for
their evil ways. QVLAB

X. HOSEA

Hosea was a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel. He served from
753 to 715 B.c. Under the reign of Jeroboam |1, the northern kingdom had
prospered materially but had decayed spiritually. The people were greedy
and had adopted the moral behavior and idolatrous religion of the
surrounding Canaanites.

Hosea' s role was to show how the people of the northern kingdom had
been unfaithful to God, their “husband” and provider, and had married
themselvesto Baa and the gods of Canaan. He warned that unless they
repented of their sin and turned back to God, they were headed for
destruction. Hosea spoke of God' s characteristics—his powerful love and
justice—and how their practical experience of these should affect their lives
and make them return to God. Unfortunately, the people had broken their
covenant with God, and they would receive the punishments God had
promised (Deuteronomy 27-28). QVLAB
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WRITTEN BY: Hosea, son of Beeri; 1:1

TIME FRAME: 760- 710 BC

1. During thereign of Jeroboam I, Hosea probably
prophesied after Amos.
2. During thereign of seven different kings.

WRITTEN TO: The Northern 10 tribes (often referred to as
Ephraim)

HOSEA means = Salvation

HISTORICAL PURPOSE
A dramatic picture of god’s love for unfaithful Israel
DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. Thedepravity of man
2. Theunending love of God

CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

We see him as the healer of the backdlider - 6:1

The Messiah is presented as the son of God

He is our compassionate lover - 11:4

He isthe only Savior of Hispeople - 13:4

. Heisthe one who will ransom us from death - 13:14

SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF HOSEA:

1. Chapter 1- God tellsHoseato marry a harlot.

a. Vs 1-5 Hoseawastold to marry awoman who had
been involved in whoredom which included
involvement in sex orgies and other sexual
perversions that were being practiced as part of idol
worship. We see Hosea obey immediately as he
marries Gomer and they have their first son (Hosea' s
son) Jezreel = God Scatters, to indicate how God
would scatter Isragl into the nations. Vs. 4-5 explain
how “Jehu had carried out God’ s judgment on the
house of Ahab; then he went into the same sinsfor
which he had judged Ahab (2 Ki. 10:31-36). This
total destruction of the house of Ahab is called the
day of Jezreel. It was an appropriate picture of the
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terrible destruction in the day of the Lord and
Armageddon.” DB

b. Vs 6-7 Gomer concieved again baring a daughter
L o-Ruhamah = Not Loved, to indicate God would
not have mercy or compassion in judgment of Isradl.
However, he would show compassion to Judah. This
Istrue in the sense that God would never again
restore the northern kingdom as such. The restored
Israel will represent the whole house of Jacob.

c. Vs. 8-9 Gomer again concelves having ason Lo-
Ammi = Not my People, indicating that God would
withdraw Himself from them and not hear them or
show mercy to them.

d. Vs 10-11 Spesk of the future regathering of both
kingdoms of Israel and how God'’ s blessing and
fruitfulness shall rest upon them.

2. Chapter 2

a. Vs. 1-7 Gomer has gone back to her adulterous
ways which illustrated how Israel had |eft their God
for idols. Some fedl that vs. 4-5 are an indication
that after the first child the other two were conceived
in adultery and were not Hosea's. Vs. 6-7 indicate
that Gomer would eventualy not find the
satisfaction she thought she would have and desire to
return to Hosea.

“The Israglites were thanking fal se gods
(specifically Baal, the god whom they believed
controlled weather and thus farming) for their food,
shelter, and clothing, instead of the true God, who
gave those blessings. Therefore, God would fence
Israel in “with thorn bushes’ and “block the road” by
making the rewards of idol worship so disappointing
that the people would be persuaded to turn back to
God. Despite Isradl’ s unfaithfulness, God was still
faithful and merciful. He would continue to hold his
arms out to his people, even to the point of placing
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obstaclesin their wayward path to turn them back to
him.

Just as Gomer would return to her husband if
she thought she would be better off with him, so
peopl e often return to God when they find life's
struggle too difficult to handle. Returning to God out
of desperation is better than rebelling against him,
but it is better yet to turn to God out of gratitude for
hiscare.” QVLAB

Vs. 8-13 Material possessions are success symbolsin
most societies. |sragl was a wealthy nation at this
time, and Gomer may have accumulated silver and
gold. But Gomer didn’t realize that Hosea had given
her al she owned, just as Isradl did not recognize
God asthe giver of blessings. Both Gomer and |Israel
used their possessions irresponsibly asthey ran after
other lovers and other gods. The Israelites were so
immersed in idolatry that they actually believed
pagan gods gave them their vineyards and orchards.
They had forgotten that the entire land was a gift
from God (Deuteronomy 32:49).

Vs. 14-16 God was promising (1) to bring the
people to the desert, a place free from distractions,
so he could clearly communicate with them, and (2)
to change what had been atime of difficulty into a
day of hope. The Valley of Troubleisthe site where
Achan had sinned by keeping forbidden war plunder
(see Joshua 7). He had brought great disaster to
Joshua' s troops when they were attempting to
conquer the land. God uses even our negétive
experiences to create opportunities to turn back to
him. Asyou face problems and trials, remember that
God speaks to you in the “desert” and not just in
times of prosperity.

Not until Judah’s exile would the entire nation
begin to come to its senses, give up itsidols, and
turn back to God; and not until that day when God
rules through Jesus the Messiah will the relationship
between God and his people be restored. In that day,
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God will no longer be like a master to them; he will
be like a husband “Ishi” vs. 16 (Isaiah 54:4-8). The
relationship will be deep and personal, the kind of
relationship we can know, though imperfectly, in
marriage. QVLAB

d. Vs 17-23 speaks of afuture time most likely the
millennial kingdom when men shall dwell in peace,
even with the animals, and know their God.

3. Chapter 3 QVLAB

a. Vs. 1-2 Thisshort chapter picturesthe nation’s exile
and return. Isragl would experience atime of
purification in aforeign land, but God would still
love the people and would be willing to accept them
back. God commanded Hosea to show the same
forgiving spirit to Gomer. Although Hosea had good
reason to divorce Gomer, he was told to buy her
back and love her.

Apparently Gomer was on her own for a
while. Needing to support herself, she must have
either sold herself into davery or become the
mistress of another man. In ether case, Hosea had to
pay to get her back—although the required amount
was pitifully small. Gomer was no longer worth
much to anyone except Hosea, but he loved her just
as God loved Israel. No matter how low we sink,
God iswilling to buy us back—to redeem us—and
to lift usup again.

b. Vs 3-5 After this, Gomer is no longer mentioned by
Hosea. Thisisexplained in 3:4. Gomer’ sisolation
showed how God would deal with the northern
kingdom (5:6, 15). God would separate the Israglites
from their treasured idolatrous practices. The
sacrifices and temple mentioned were those used for
idol worship. The priests served the idols; theidols
were household gods, which were strictly forbidden
for God's people. The northern kingdom had
rebelled against David' s dynasty and had taken
Jeroboam as their king (1 Kings 12—-13). Their
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rebellion was both political and religious. At that
time, they reverted back to the worship of golden
idols. “David’ s descendant, their king” refersto the
time of Messiah’ s rule when all people will bow
before him in humility and submission.

Chapter 4

In this chapter, God brings a charge of disobedience
againgt Israel. The religious leaders had failed to turn the
people to God, and ritual prostitution had replaced right
worship. The nation had declined spiritually and morally,
breaking the laws that God had given them. The people
found it easy to condemn Hosea' s wife for her adultery.
They were not so quick to see that they had been
unfaithful to God. QVLAB

a. Vs. 1-5 God hasa“controversary”, alegal case
againg the people of theland. The caseinvolves
the lack of the knowledge of God. Their sins
indicate that they have no godliness. Vs. 2 “may
allude to the assassinations of kings during Hosea's
lifetime. Shallum killed Zechariah (the king, not the
prophet) and took the throne. Then Menahem killed
Shallum and destroyed an entire city because it
refused to accept him as king (2 Kings 15:8-16). God
pointed out that even murder was being taken
casualy inlsrael.” QVLAB Vs. 3-5describe
judgment.

b. Vs. 6-11 Just asthe people have forgotten God, so
will He forget them in the day of judgment. Vs. 8
pointsto their eating the sin offering which was
suppose to be a burnt offering.

The priests relished the peopl€e’ s sins. Every
time a person brought a sin offering, the priest
received a portion of it. The more the people sinned,
the more the priests received. Because they couldn’t
eat all of the offerings themselves, they sold some
and gave some to their relatives. The priests profited
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from the continuation of sin; it gave them power and
position in the community. So instead of trying to
lead the people out of sin, they encouraged sin to
increase their profits. QVLAB

c. Vs. 12-14 Here the people were seeking counsel
from their idols made of wood and from the rods of
divination. So corrupt are they that God will make
no attempt to bring correction but allow sin to follow
its full course which leads to death.

d. Vs. 15-19 Here God warns Judah not to follow in the
sinsof Isradl. Because Israel has persisted in her sin
God will cause her to be dispersed in “alarge place’
talking about how He will scatter them. AsEphraim
isjoined to her idols and will not repent sheis
beyond saving, as “the wind hath bound her”
speaking of how the spirit of whoredom is upon her.

5. Chapter 5

a. Vs 1-2 Mizpah and Tabor may have been sites
prominent in the false worship of Baa. The leaders
likely even encouraged the peopleto sin at these
places. With both their civil and religious leaders
hopelessly corrupt, the people of Israel did not have
much of achance. They looked to their leaders for
guidance, and they should have found it. God held
the people responsible for what they did. Similarly,
God holds us responsible for our actions and
choices. QVLAB

b. Vs 3-7 Ephramwasthelargest tribein the
northern kingdom and thus became the equivalent
name for Israel (DB). Isradl has given hersdf to the
spirit of idolatry forgetting her true God. Sheis
prideful, no longer hiding her idolatry. Her sinsare
committed openly. Thus both her and Judah shall
fall. God will withdraw Himself from them so when
they seek Him they will not find Him. Their
destruction shall be completed within a months time.

c. Vs 8-11 Bethaven, house of naught, is areference
to Bethel where Jeroboam set up one of the golden
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calvesto worship (DB). Asthe princesin Judah
were like the false leaders of the north, Judah would
asofal. Vs. 11 showsusthat Isragl willingly
walked after Jeroboam’ s command to worship the
golden calf (DB).

d. Vs 12-15 According to Dake, the idea hereisthat
of mothsin garments, and termites in wood who
both prey upon the substance in which they lie
hidden, and dowly but effectively work their
destruction. Termites work slower than moths thus
it would take longer for Judah to be destroyed. Jareb
Is another name for Tiglath-pileser the Assyrian who
punished both kingdoms. When the moth and
termites have done their work then God will be like a
lion against Ephraim and a young lion against Judah.
Then will God return to His own place until both
kingdoms acknowledged their sins.

6. Chapter 6

a. Vs. 1-3 Thisseemsto be aprophecy of afuturetime
when Isragl returnsto the Lord. Dake says, that the
statement in vs. 2, “after 2 days’ isareferenceto the
time that the mourning of Zech. 12:10-13:1 will take
place. It will be atime when the nation of Israel
turns to know the living God and continue on with
Him. He shall betheir blessing as the former and
latter rain. The former rain fell in October at seed-
time; the latter rain or spring rain fell in March &
April to cause the grain to mature. This God will do
for Isragl, complete the harvest and cause them to
maturein Him.

b. Vs 4-5 |sradl, your goodness flees away as a
morning dew, in other words it doesn’t last. There
was no depth therefore God would bring to pass His
word to them which has been spoken.

Cc. Vs 6-11 QVLAB Oneof Hosea's key themesis that
Israel had broken the covenant God had made with
them at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19-20). God wanted to
make Israel ablessing and alight to all the nations
(Genesis 12:2, 3; Isaiah 49:6); and if God’'s chosen
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people obeyed him and proclaimed him to the world,
he would give them special blessings. If they broke
the covenant, however, they would suffer severe
penalties, as they should have known (see
Deuteronomy 28:15-68).

Gilead was once a sacred place, but here it
was corrupt. Shechem was once a city of refuge
designated by Joshua (Joshua 20:1, 2, 7, 8); Gilead
was aregion that included Ramoth, also acity of
refuge. At thistime these areas were associated with
murder and crime, with bands of evil priestslyingin
wait to murder travelers passing through the
territory.

So that the people of Judah would not become
proud as they saw the northern kingdom’'s
destruction, Hosea interjected a solemn warning
about God's “harvest.” God’'s Temple wasin Judah
(Jerusalem), and the peopl e thought that what
happened in Isragl could never happen to them. But
when they had become utterly corrupt, they, too,
were |led off into captivity (see 2 Kings 25).

7. Chapter 7

a. Vs. 1-7 Herethe people of Isragl do not take to
account that God remembers al their sin and
compares them to an oven that isout of control that
consumes all that get near it.

b. Vs.8-11 Ephraimiscompared to a*“cake not
turned” which would be like a pancake that is
overcooked on one side and not cooked on the other
rendering it unfit to eat (DB). Ephraim is compared
to adovethat fliesto one place and then the next
looking for the security she would only find in God.

c. Vs 12-16 God will cast His net and bring I srael
down just as He has said he would. Though they
have run from God they shall not escape for
destruction will overtake them. They have sinned
againg the one who redeemed them, bearing false
witness against God. They return to their idols but
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not to God. Dake says, “for the rage of their tongue”
has to do with the fact that the closer their judgment
came the more they stirred up contradictions against
what God had said.” They place their trust in the
help of Egypt which doesn’t come placing themin
the place of ridicule by Egypt.

8. Chapter 8

a.

Vs. 1-4 “The enemy descends like an eagle on the
people of the LORD” refersto Assyria coming to
attack Israel and take the peopleinto captivity (2
Kings 15:28, 29). The people would call to God, but
it would be too late because they had stubbornly
refused to give up their idols. QVLAB

Vs. 5-8 Theidol calf has cast Israel off, and God's
anger iskindled against the people yet they continue
to say they are innocent. God will break theidol into
pieces. Isragl shall reap even more judgment than
they expect and nothing good shall come to them.
There will be nothing left that the nations would take
pleasurein.

Vs. 9-14 Israel goesto Assyrialooking for aliance.
God will gather them and bring sorrow because of
the many idol altars. They even sacrificed flesh
before God and then ate the sacrifice. God will
remember their sins, Israel has forgotten her God,
while Judah has fortified cities but both shall be
destroyed.

9. Chapter 9
a. Vs 1-2 A threshing floor was aflat area, often built

b.

on a hilltop, where harvesters beat the wheat and
separated it from the chaff. Often men would stay
overnight at the threshing floor to protect their grain,
so prostitutes would visit there. Because of the
location of threshing floorsin the hilltops, they
began to be used as places to sacrifice to false gods.
QVLAB

Vs. 3-7 |Israel shal place her trust in Egypt and
receive only what they don’t want from Assyria.
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God would not have any part in their worship asit
was dead, no heart or lifeinit. Now isthetimeto
recompence. |Israel will know the visitation of God’'s
wrath, and her false prophets and corrupt spiritual
leaders will show themselves for what they are.

c. Vs 8-10 lsrad hasforsaken God and given
themselves to Baal peor, which was an idol god
who’ s worship involved the worst of al immoral
practices. Instead of being like afirstfruit to God
they have given themselves to Baal peor.

d. Vs 11-17 Ephraim will be destroyed. Those that
survive will be scattered among the nations.

6. Chapter 10
a. Vsl Ephriamisan empty vine because she only
brought fruit forth for herself and that being sinful
(DB).

Israel prospered under Jeroboam |1, gaining
military and economic strength. But the more
prosperous the nation became, the more love it
lavished onidols. QVLAB

b. Vs. 2-8 God was angry with the people of Israel for
their insincere promises. Because the people did not
keep their word, there were many lawsuits. Beth-
aven means “house of wickedness,” and it refersto
Bethel (“house of God”), where false worship took
place. If the Israglites idols were really gods, they
should have been able to protect them. How ironic
that the people were fearing for their gods' safety!
QVLAB

C. Vs 9-11 Israel has manifested sinfulness since the
days of Gibeah (Judges 19-20). A couple had
stopped to stay overnight in Gibeah when some
wicked men gathered around the house and
demanded that the man come out so they could have
sex with him. Instead, the traveler gave them his
concubine. They raped and abused her all night and
then left her dead on the doorstep (Judges 19:14-30).
That horrible act revealed the depths to which the
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people had sunk. Gibeah was destroyed for its evil
(Judges 20:8-48). QVLAB

Inverse 11 Ephram isto be brought into subjection,
as arider would tame a horse or ox by riding them
until Judah is used to plow and Jacob to harrow
(DB). Speaking of final submission.

d. Vs 12-15 vs12isacadl to avoid God's judgment
by doing what is right and receive Hismercy. They
needed to “break up the fallow ground” which was
ground that had been plowed but not planted,
allowed to sitidle it would become hardened. Now
isthe time to seek the Lord! They have plowed
wickedness and shall reap iniquity because they
trusted in their own way, that which was of their
own making.

“Some say Shalman was Shalmaneser, king of
Assyria; others say Shalman was Samanu, a
M oabite king mentioned in the inscriptions of
Tiglath-pileser. Shalman had invaded Gilead around
740 B.C. and destroyed the city of Beth-arbel, killing
many people, including women and children. This
kind of cruelty was not uncommon in ancient
warfare. Hosea was saying such would be Isradl’ s
fate.

Because Israel had put its confidencein
military might rather than in God, it would be
destroyed by military power. Israel’ s king, who had
led the people into idol worship, would be the first to
fal.” QVLAB

7.  Chapter 11

a. Vs 1-3 Inthefinal four chapters, Hosea shiftsto the
theme of God' s intense love for Israel. God had
aways loved Isradl as a parent loves a stubborn
child, and that iswhy he would not release | srael
from the consequences of its behavior. The Israglites
were sinful, and they would be punished like a
rebellious son brought by his parents before the

46



elders (Deuteronomy 21:18-21). All through Israel’s
sad history, God repeatedly offered to restore the
nation if it would only turn to him. By stubbornly
refusing God’ sinvitation, the northern kingdom had
sealed its doom. It would be destroyed, never to rise
again. Even so, Isragl as a nation was not finished. A
remnant of faithful Israelites would return to
Jerusalem, where one day the Messiah would come,
offering pardon and reconciliation to all who would
faithfully follow him. God had consistently
provided for his people, but they refused to see what
he had done, and they showed no interest in thanking
him. QVLAB

b. Vs. 4-7 God speaks of His care for them and how
Assyria shall take them because they refused to
return to God. No matter what God did the people
persisted in their way.

Cc. Vs 812 God's heart was turned within Him. Dake
saysthisrefers to God being so moved with
compassion for the people that He was torn between
two decisions: to destroy or not to destroy. Their
persistence in sin required judgment but it was God's
heart that His people turn from their sin and repent.
Vs. 9-11 seem to be of afuture time when God' s
people will walk after Him. Vs. 12 indicates that
Judah would continue after the destruction of Isragl.
It could be that Judah would learn from the fall of
Ephraim and not continue on the same path. Though
there were some kings of the south that followed
after God and sought to stop idol worship none of
them were completely successful and therefore sin
did run its course in Judah as well.

8. Chapter 12
a. Vs. 1-5 Ephraim dependson its alliances that are
like the wind which quickly passesand isgone. The
east wind would symbolize her attempts at alliance
with Assyria. Carrying oil to Egypt was done to
seek her favor and help against the Assyrians (DB).
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Jacob, whose name was later changed to
Israel, was the common ancestor of all 12 tribes of
Israel (both northern and southern kingdoms). Like
the nations that descended from him, Jacob practiced
deceit. Unlike Israel and Judah, however, he
constantly searched for God. Jacob wrestled with the
angel in order to be blessed, but his descendants
thought their blessings came from their own
successes. Jacob purged his house of idols (Genesis
35:2), but his descendants could not quit their idol
worship. QVLAB
Vs. 6-10 In Israel, dishonesty had become an
accepted means of attaining wealth. Israelites who
were financially successful could not imagine that
God would consider them sinful. They thought that
their wealth was a sign of God’ s approval, and they
didn’t bother to consider how they had gotten it. But
God said that Israel’ s riches would not make up for
its sin. Remember that God’' s measure of successis
different from ours. He calls us to faithfulness, not to
affluence. Character is more important to him than
our purses. QVLAB Vs. 9 Onceayear the
Israelites spent a week living in tents during the
Festival of Shelters, which commemorated God's
protection as they wandered in the wilderness for 40
years (see Deuteronomy 1:19-2:1). Here, because of
their sin, God would cause them to livein tents
again—this time not as part of afestival but in actual
bondage (QVLAB). Vs.10 showsIsragl isyet to be
converted so this must speak of afuturetime. God
has spoken to His peopl e through His prophets,
visions, and similitudes. Similitudes may be a
reference to comparisons and exampl es the prophets
gave such as Ezekiel acting out the siege of
Jerusalem.

Vs. 11-14 |dols are often referred to as “vanity” as
shown inthisverse. The make their many sacrifices
asthey have as many altars as there are furrowsin a
field. The prophet referred to in verse 13 is Moses.
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Ephraim has provoked the Lord and shall reap what
she has sown.

9. Chapter 13

a. Vs 1-2 Theideahereisthat at onetime, when
Ephraim spoke, he carried weight and was greatly
respected; but when he exalted himself and served
Baal he lost this respect, and was cut off. Now the
people were sinning more and more with their idols
(DB).

b. Vs. 3-8 Ephram shall be like the “morning cloud”
or asthe “early dew” both of which pass away
quickly. So shall Israel pass away so quickly. For
thereisbut one Lord who is God and savior. |sragl
will eventually know thisfact. God was their
provision in the wilderness and has been since. He
has blessed them but they have become prideful
thinking the blessing was of their own making, they
have forgotten God. Therefore, He will come upon
them as a beast tearing them to pieces.

C. Vs 9-13 Israel has destroyed herself by not
following God who still is her only real help. God
will some day be their King as he isthe only one
who can save them. God gave them aking against
His better judgment and took him away in His wrath.
The kings they wanted have only brought themto a
place of sorrow.

d. Vs 14-16 God will pay the priceto purchase His
people from the power of hell. Christ overcame
death and hell for all who trust in Him. But before
thisisthe destruction of Samaria (Isradl) for her
rebellion against God.

10. Chapter 14
a. Vs 1 Verses1-3 are Hosea' s call to repent. Verses
4-8 are God' s promise of restoration. God had to
punish Isradl for its gross and repeated violations of
his law, but he would do so with a heavy heart. What
God redly wanted to do was restore the nation and
make it prosper. The people could return to God by
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asking him to forgive their sins. The same istrue for
us. We can pray Hosea' s prayer and know our sins
are forgiven because Christ died for them on the
cross (John 3:16).

Forgiveness begins when we see the
destructiveness of sin and the futility of life without
God. Then we must admit we cannot save ourselves;
our only hopeisin God's mercy. When we seek
forgiveness, we must recognize that we do not
deserve it and therefore cannot demand it. Our
appea must be for God’ s love and mercy, not for his
justice. Although we cannot demand forgiveness, we
can be confident that we have received it because
God is gracious and loving and wants to restore us to
himself, just as he wanted to restore Isragl.

Vs. 2-3 The future confession of Isragl shall involve
the “sacrifice of praise” which in the King Jamesis
written “we render the calves of our lips’ where
“calves’ indicates “sacrifice”. Isradl in that day will
make afull confession and no more look to others
for their security, no more will they make the work
of their hands to be their gods.

Vs. 4-8 In closing Hosea shows the restoration of
Israel to God's blessing. They will have given up all
their idols.

Vs. 9 God’'sconcern for justice that requires
faithfulness and for love that offers forgiveness can
be seen in his dealings with Hosea. We can err by
forgetting God' slove, feeling that our sins are
hopeless; but we can also err by forgetting his wrath
againgt our sins, thinking he will continue to accept
us no matter how we act. Forgivenessis akey word:
When God forgives us, he judges the sn but shows
mercy to the sinner. We should never be afraid to
come to God for a clean date and arenewed life.
QVLAB
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Xl. MICAH

A. MICAH means=“Whoislike Jehovah”

2. Hewasacontemporary of Isaiah and Hosea
3. Helived near Gath, near Philestia

B. TIMEFRAME: 730-700BC

1. 2Kings18-20

2. Heistaking about Samaria (the northern kingdom) and
Jerusalem (the southern kingdom)

3. Speaking mostly to Judah

C. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Shows God' s hatred of people’s passionlessrituals and sin
2. Shows God's offer of pardon to them

D. DOCTRINAL PURPOSES

1. Hatred of formal empty religion - 6:7
2. Hisconcern for socid justice - 6:8

3.  Hispardoning grace - 7:18

4. Hisfaithfulnessto His covenant - 7:20

E. CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSES

1. Heisthejudge of the nations - 4:3
2.  Thebirth place of the messiah - 5:2

F. SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF MICAH:
1. Chapter 1

a. Vs. 1 Micahand Isaiah lived at the same time, about
750-680 B.c., and undoubtedly knew of each other.
Micah directed his message mainly to Judah, the
southern kingdom, but he a so had some words for
Israel, the northern kingdom. Judah was enjoying
great prosperity at thistime. Of the three kings
mentioned, Jotham and Hezekiah had tried to follow
God (2 Kings 15:32-38; 18-20), but Ahaz was one
of the most evil kings ever to reign in Judah (2 Kings
16). Moresheth was a Judean village near Gath, on
the border with Philistia. QVLAB

b. Vs 2-7 Verses 2-4 seem most likely to refer to the
second coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. He will
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come in judgment and even the elements of the earth
shall bow before Him. Verses 5-7 show the pending
judgment on Israel for their idol worship and the
sexual perversion that went on as part of worship.
The priests were profiting from the hiring of the
harlots.

c. Vs. 8-13 Micah shal mourn for the destruction of
Israel. Nothing could heal the situation at this point.
Assyriawould destroy the 10 tribes and then turn
toward Judah and Jerusalem. They would do great
harm to Judah although God would not alow them
to even shoot an arrow against Jerusalem though
they came to the very gate of the city (Isa. 36 —
37:38). Many other cities were destroyed by Assyria
on itsway to Jerusalem. Lachish seemstied to the
sins of both Jerusalem and Israel but for what reason
we aren’t told. It was one of the cities destroyed by
Assyriaon their way to Jerusalem.

d. Vs 14-16 Moreshethgath would be King
Sennacherib of Assyriato whom God appointed as
heir to the inhabitants of Mareshah. Making the
head bald in mourning was forbidden under law but
since Judah had become like the heathen, she might
aswell mourn like them (DB).

2. Chapter 2

a. Vs. 1-2 Warning of judgment to those who plan at
night the wickedness of their actions tomorrow.
Those who covet what belongs to others.

b. Vs 3-5 God’sjudgment on the family of Isragl.
The day will come when that which they have shall
be taken from them.

c. Vs. 6-11 Micahistold not to prophesy asthe people
do not wish to hear his message. However, God's
words are always good to those who walk uprightly.
Vs. 8-9 accuses the people of Israel of being the
enemy of God and causing His glory to depart from
them. Vs. 10-11 show again the pending destruction
that will come and that the prophets who walk in
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falsehood have alying spirit. Sadly, these are the
prophets the people listen to.

d. Vs 12-13 We seethe regathering of God’s people.
Vs. 13 “Hewho isto give them deliverance, and
lead them out on the way of their return. He who
takes down the hurdles, or makes agap in the wall or
hedge, to permit them to pass through. This may
apply to those human agents that shall permit and
order their return. And Jehovah being at their head,
may refer to their final restoration, when the Lord
Jesus shall become their leader, they having returned
unto him ....asthey go no more out into captivity for
ever.” Adam Clarke Commentary

3.  Chapter 3
a. Vs 1-5 It wastheresponshility of the leadersto

know right from wrong. But these |eaders hate that
which isgood and love that which isevil. Thusthey
consume the people and bring destruction upon
them. When the time comes for them to cry out to
God He will not hear them. This same problem was
true of the false prophets who a so caused the people
to error saying there would be peace when
destruction was coming.

Dake saysthat the phrasein verse 5, “bite
with their teeth, and cry, Peace’ had to do with the
idolatrous practices of the heathen around the altars
of Baa. Biting an olive in their mouths and crying
peace, of which the olive was a symbol.

b. Vs. 6-8 The fase prophets saw no light, had no
vision from God. Darkness and confusion would
cover them as they had no message from God.
Contrast this with Micah who was filled with the
Spirit of God could boldly speak of the sins of Isradl.

c. Vs 9-12 Listenall you corrupt leaders of Israel &
Judah— all who offer their service for profit, who say
surely God is among us, because of them Jerusalem
and all the high places of idol worship shall belaid
waste.

53



4,

5.

Chapter 4
a. Vs. 1-8 Thisisaprophecy of the “last days’ afuture

time when Mt. Zion, Jerusalem, shall be established.
Though we don’t know the exact date of this event it
draws closer each passing day. God' s presence will
be know all over the world and people will come
from everywhere to worship before the Lord and
learn Hisways. It will be atime of peace throughout
the world. Prosperity will abound and there will be
but one Lord our God. It will be atime of
restoration for all of Israel as God will reign from
Jerusalem forever.

Vs. 9-13 The prophet turns his attention to the then
present time and the coming captivity to Babylon.
Thiswould have been fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar.
Vs. 11-13 seem to describe the nations of the world
gathered against Isradl at the time of the battle of
Armageddon. At that time the nations of the world
will not realize that thisis all in God’ s plan of
restoring Isragl and His kingdom.

Chapter 5
a. Vs 1-2 “Daughter of troops’ is areference to Judah

because of the bands of men employed in highway
robbery and bloodshed. The word “troops’ is amost
always used of such bands. Now they are called to
resist the coming invader of Palestine. The invader
here could be the Roman general who destroyed
Jerusalemin 70 AD as this was the only power who
laid siege to Jerusalem during the days of the
Messiah’ s first coming when He, who is the judge of
Israel and all men, was smitten on the cheek (Matt.
27:30). Vs. 2 accurately predicts the birth place of
the Messiah who shall one day rule Israel and who is
eternal.

Vs. 3 Verses 3-6 are very difficult to understand.
Commentaries disagree as to what time period these
verses are describing, perhapsit is meant to relate to
both the day of Micah and atime yet to come.
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Concerning verse 3: Some fedl it speaks of the end
time with Israel being “given up” for aperiod of
time for her rgection of Messiah. That sheisnow
travailing to bring forth. Thereis aso disagreement
on what she istravailing to bring forth; asto whether
it isthe Chrigt, the church, or her own new birth.
The remnant of his brethren would seem to be the
remnant of Judah, from which line Christ came, shall
return unto the children of Israel which could mean
the coming together of all 12 tribes as one.

The smplest interpretation to me would be:
that God would give Judah over to Babylon to be
taken captive until she travailed (70 yrs of captivity)
to bring forth repentance, then the remnant of Judah
would return with the children of Israel to Jerusalem.

Cc. Vs. 4-6 Messiah shal be great unto the ends of the
earth bringing peace. Asto the Assyrian who shall
come into Isradl (thereis disagreement among
commentaries), some believe it isareference to the
Anti-christ who will take over Jerusalem something
Assyriadid not do before. At that time a men shall
be raised up against him. Who these are we don’t
know but it seems from verse 6 that these men are
victorious over Anti-Christ and Babylon (Nimrod).
Perhaps they are leaders of the Lord’s army of Israel
in the day of the battle of Armageddon. The last part
of verse 6 indicates that “he’, referring to Christ
(“this man shall be the peace’ vs. 5), shall deliver
Israel from the Assyrian, Anti-Christ, when he, the
Anti-Christ, comes into the land of Isragl and treads
within its borders.

d. Vs 7-15 Speak of the restoration of Israel and the
destruction of itsenemies. Removing all the
strength of the nations, destruction of their
strongholds, cutting off of al forms of sorcery, and
theend of their idols, as God brings His judgment to
pass.

6. Chapter 6
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a. Vs. 1-4 Here Micah pictures a courtroom. God, the
Judge, tells his people what he requires of them and
recites al the ways they have wronged both him and
others. God called to the mountains to confirm the
peopl€’ s guilt. The mountains would serve as
excellent witnesses, for it wasin the high places that
the people had built pagan altars and had sacrificed
to false gods (1 Kings 14:23; Jeremiah 17:2, 3;
Ezekiel 20:28). The people would never be able to
answer this question because God had done nothing
wrong. In fact, God had been exceedingly patient
with them, had always lovingly guided them, and
had given them every opportunity to return to him.
QVLAB

b. Vs 5-8 God remindsthem of His blessing and
provision in the past when Balak tried to have
Balaam curse Isragl but only blessing came from his
mouth. Heisnot a God who requires much of His
people, only than that they do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly before Him.

c. Vs 9-16 God criesto His people and the wise will
hear. Hethen liststheir sins:

(1)  storing treasures of wickedness,

(I1) shorting peoplein measures,

(111) unequal balances,

(V) using weightsthat deceived,

(V) violence,

(V1) lying,

(VII) speaking deceit,

(VI11)keeping the statutes of Omri and the works
of Ahab.

For all these God would bring sickness and

desolation. They shall find no satisfaction or

deliverance. Keeping the statutes of Omri and

works of Ahab have to do with the idolatry in

which Israel continued to walk. Thisfather and

son walked in the sin of Jeroboam each being

worse than any that came before them.

7. Chapter 7
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a. Vs. 1-6 Thischapter beginsin gloom (7:1-6) and
ends in hope (7:8-20). Micah watched as society
rotted around him. Rulers demanded gifts; judges
accepted bribes; corruption was universal. But God
promised to lead the people out of the darkness of
sin and into hislight. Then the people would praise
him for hisfaithfulness. God aoneis perfectly
faithful. Micah could not find a fair-minded person
anywhereintheland. Sin had affected the
government leaders and society in general. Deceit
and dishonesty had even ruined the family, the core
of society. As aresult, the only way left to purify the
people was God’ s judgment. Thiswould draw the
nation back to God and restore them from the inside
out. QVLAB

b. Vs. 7-10 Micah showed great faith in God both
personaly (7:7) and on Israel’ s behalf (7:8-10) as he
proclaimed that:

(1) hewould wait upon God because God hears
and saves when help is needed

(1)  God would bring his people through when
times were tough

(111) lsrael must be patient in punishment because
God would bring them out of the darkness

(V) their enemies would be punished. QVLAB

C. Vs 11-13 Inthese verses we have areference to the
regathering of Israel, one by one, from all lands to
their own land where they will be blessed under their
Messiah eternally (DB).

d. Vs 14-20 Verse 14is aprayer by Micah asking
God to be their shepherd and rule over them asin
days of old (DB). God then answers Micah’s prayer
by promising many blessings, and judgment on
Israel’ s enemies. Verses 18-20 exclaim the virtues
of God who islike no other god and will bring to
pass al the things He has promised.
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X1l. NAHUM

A. NAHUM means= comfort

1. Not much is known about Nahum.
2. He came from the city Elkoshi

WRITTEN TO: Judah concer ning Nineveh

C. TIMEFRAME: PRE-EXILIC

1. 2Kings21-23
2. 650-620BC
3. Kings: Manasseh, Ammon, Josiah

D. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Tocomfort Judah, by describing the justice of God in the
judgment of Nineveh.

E. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. Thejustice of God
a. GodisJdust
b. God will prevail

F. CHRISTOLOGOICAL

1. WeseeChrist asthejudge and the avenger of His
enemies.

G. SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF NAHUM:

1. Chapter 1 - weseeGod’sjudgment declared

a. Vs 1-6 Thisisthejudgment of Nineveh asseenin
the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. Elkoshi wasa
village located about 24 miles north of Nineveh
(DB). God'swrath will be poured out on His
enemies. Heislongsuffering and just in His
judgments. Heisall powerful, not even the elements
can stand against Him.

b. Vs. 7-8 God knows those who are placing their trust
in Him, all others are His enemies and know only
darkness. Thisindicates that the people of Nineveh
do not trust in the Lord.
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Cc. Vs 9-14 What isit that the inhabitants of Nineveh
have against the Lord? There destruction will be
complete the first time, no need for a second attempt.
They will be consumed as stubble which isfully dry
Isconsumed in thefire. Vs. 11 would be areference
to Sennacherib who invaded Judah during the days
of Hezekiah. Though the army of Assyriawas many
they were cut down when he passed through Judah.
Though Sennacherib afflicted Judah he will afflict
her no more. God would break the yoke of Assyria
from Judah and bring to an end the reign of
Sennacherib and the idol gods of Assyria.

d. Vs. 15 Speaks of how beautiful are those who share
the good news and the promise that the time would
come when the wicked would no more pass through
Judah. Thisverse most likely is areferenceto the
Millennium.

2.  Chapter 2 - Judgment Describe

a. Vs. 1-2 Thischapter predicts the events of 612 B.C.,
when the combined armies of the Babylonians and
the Medes sacked the seemingly impregnable
Nineveh. QVLAB The prophet calls for Nineveh to
prepare for the siege for the Lord is about to restore
the excellency of Jacob and Israel who had already
been destroyed (DB).

b. Vs. 3-6 The shields of the Medo-Babylonian army
were dyed red; the soldiers themselves werein
scarlet military tunics. The chariots of burnished
steel flashing in the sun, with their wheels of
lightning-like rapidity of rotation, striking sparks
from the stones as they rolled along, gave the
appearance of torches and flashes of lightning on the
battlefield (DB). The king of Assyria, who's capital
Is Nineveh, shall take count of his defences as they
make ready for battle. Vs. 6isexplained by Dake,
Thisverse aso explains 1:8 the flooding that made
the fall of Nineveh possible. Tradition saysthere
was a prophecy handed down from their forefathers
declaring that Nineveh should not be taken until the
river became an enemy of the city first. It happened
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in the third year of the siege that the river Khusur
and the canal to the Tigris running through the city
became so swollen by constant rains that the
overflow even washed away aportion of the city
walls; and through this part the invaders entered to
take over. Theking of Nineveh imagining that the
prophecy was being fulfilled cast aside al hope of
escape, built alarge funeral pyrein the palace, and
burned his concubines, his eunuchs, and himself.
This could aso explain the burning of the palace (vs.
8), and thefire of 3:13, 15 (DB).

c. Vs. 7-9 Huzzab, was the queen who escaped
burning. We also see others of the city trying to
escape the attack. There was much spoil taken as
Nineveh was awedlthy city.

d. Vs. 10-13 The destruction of Nineveh, nothing is
left. Nineveh is pictured as aden of lions where
they dwelt in safety and security having all they
wanted or needed but now it isaplace of ruin. The
lions are destroyed by the power of God who has set
Himself against Nineveh.

3. Chapter 3- Woetoyour city - You area city of blood.
a. Vs. 1-7 Nineveh had used its beauty, prestige, and

power to seduce other nations. Like a harlot, she had
enticed them into fal se friendships. Then when the
other nations relaxed, thinking Assyriawas afriend,
Assyria destroyed and plundered them. Beautiful and
impressive on the outside, Nineveh was vicious and
deceitful ontheinside. QVLAB

God had set Himself against Nineveh, and
would expose her deceit causing her destruction and
humiliation. Thisall occurred about 100 years after
the city had been spared and turned to God in the
days of Jonah. Therefore, the desire of Jonah did
come to pass but not in his day.

b. Vs 8-13 Theideahereisthat Assyriahad taken an
Egyptian city called “No” some say Thebes, which
stood in the way of Assyria s expansion to the south.
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God isasking Assyriaif she thinksthat sheis any
better than “No”? The answer isno! Assyriawas
just asmorally corrupt as “No” and therefore was no
more likely to be spared or shown any mercy by
God.

Vs. 14-19 Here we see that Nineveh isto prepare
herself as the judgment is about to overtake her.
Those that escape will be scattered over the
mountains not to be re-gathered. Thereis no way
out and those who hear of her destruction will
rejoice.
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X1, ZEPHANIAH

A.

ZEPHANIAH means = “Hidden by Jehovah”

4. The people were spiritually “dull”
5.  Oneof thelast Pre-Exilic books
6. Zephaniah isthe one prophet that hasroya blood line

TIME FRAME: 630-621 BC
1. Kings: Manasseh, Amon, Josiah
HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Towarn Judah of the impending doom on themselves and
other Nations.
2. A cdl to repentance

DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. God demonstrates His holiness and justice by bringing
judgment on Judah.
2. God will restore.

CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. TheSavior ispresented asthe Lord within Israel - 3:5
2. HeistheKing of Isradl - 3:15

SCRIPTURE STUDY OF ZEPHANIAH:

1. Chapter 1

a. Vs. 1Heisthegreat, great grandson of Hezekiah -
(royal blood)

b. Vs. 2-6 He speaks of the upcoming captivity of
Judah to Babylon. Theland shall be made desolate.
The “stumblingblocks’, their idols will be removed.
The “Chemarims’ refersto the priests of the high
places. Malcham (the king-god), would be another
idol. So all those who turned from God or who
never came to God will be cut down.

Cc. Vs. 7-13 TheLord has prepared a sacrifice, and now
Invites those to be sacrificed to come. “Those
clothed in strange appardl” were those who wore
clothing of the heathen and not clothing with the
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distinctive markings of the Jewish people. Vs. 10
the “fish gate” is on the north wall of the city. All
the men of Judah who say God will not do asis said
will know the judgment of the Lord. They shall
build houses they never get to livein, and plant
vineyards they never get to drink wine from.

d. Vs. 14-18 The passageisareferenceto “the great
day of the Lord” speaking to the judgment of God.
No doubt the reference here has adua meaning asit
describes the judgment about to befall Judah but also
Is descriptive of the future judgment of Christ
againg the nations.

2. Chapter 2 - Thecall tothem for Repentance

a. Vs. 1-3 Zephaniah callsthe people to seek the Lord
while there is still time that they might be sparred in
the day of judgment.

b. Vs. 4-7 Thisisawarning to the Philistines of the
pending judgment of God.

c. Vs. 8-11 Moab and Ammon have tried to enlarge
themselves at Judah’s expense. Thereforein
judgment God is going to give their land to His
people. The people of Moab and Ammon shall be
spoiled, al their idols destroyed and the promise that
some day al men will worship Jehovah aone.

d. Vs 12-15 vs. 12 predicts the destruction of
Ethiopia. Thelast part of the chapter addresses the
destruction of Assyria. It shall become a place of
desolation where wild animals dwell. The pride of
Nineveh shall be brought down and become be the
point of ridicule by those who pass by her ruins.

3.  Chapter 3 - Discipline then Good News

a. Vs. 1-7 Woeispronounced on Judah because she
did not hear her God nor obey His correction. She
did not trust in God. Her leaders are corrupt. The
false prophets and priests are polluting the sanctuary
and breaking the sacred laws. God shines His light
on their sin but they know no shame. Y ou would
think that Judah would see the judgment God
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brought against other nations and fear the judgment
of God. But instead they rise up early to commit
their sin.

b. Vs 8-10 vs 8isfuture. It depictsaday when God
judges all nations for their following other gods.
God will raise up a people who will follow Him and
call upon Him. A people who have a heart to serve
Him including Israel.

c. Vs 11-13 Inthe day of judgment God will purge
from Judah all those who prided in their false idols.
What will be left will be a humble people who will
trust in the Lord, they shall not sin or speak lies but
shall be a people who dwell in peace and safety.

d. Vs 14-20 WhentheLord isinthe midst of His
people it will be aday of rgjoicing. His people will
do no more evil and will know the joy of the Lord
and Hisblessing. He will restore Israel to what He
had promised they would be. No more affliction, or
shame now only the praise of the nations as God
turns back their captivity and makes their name great
throughout the world.

X1V. HABAKKUK

A. Namemeans="“Embrace”

4. Heisacontemporary of Zephaniah and Jeremiah
5. Heappearsto have apriestly background

B. TIMEFRAME: 620-605BC

1. 2Kings22-24

2. Itisbeieved to have taken place after King Josiah had
found the “books of the Law”. Revival had taken place
and then Judah had gone back into a backdidden state.

C. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Toshow how God disciplines His children as well as how
His Holy justice prevails against His enemies.

D. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE
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1. Theholiness and justice of God
2. It teachesjustification by faith alone
3. It shows usthe sovereignty and providence of God

E. CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. Messiahisthe Holy One- 1:12

2. Show the Messiah asthe justifier - 2:4

3. Heisthe one who will fill the earth with the knowledge of
theglory of God - 2:14

F. MAINTHEME: Justiceand How God disciplines

G. SCRIPTURE STUDY OF HABAKKUK:
1. Chapter 1- Opensup with crying out totheLord.

Habakkuk lived in Judah during the reign of
Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:36-24:5). He prophesied between
the fall of Nineveh (the capital of Assyria) in 612 B.C. and
the Babylonian invasion of Judah in 588 B.c. With Assyria
in disarray, Babylon was becoming the dominant world
power. This book records the prophet’ s dia ogue with God
concerning the questions. Why does God often seem
indifferent in the face of evil? and Why do evil people
seem to go unpunished? While other prophetic books
brought God’ s word to people, this brought people's
guestionsto God. QVLAB

a. Vs. 1-4 Habakkuk thinksthe Lord is not seeing or
listening. Why Lord? Habakkuk is sorrowed over
the corruption he sees in Judah and evidently has
sought God about it for some time and wonders why
God has not answered his prayer.

b. Vs. 5-11 - God told the inhabitants of Jerusalem that
they would be utterly amazed at what he was about
to do. The people would, in fact, see a series of
unbelievable events:

(1)  Their own independent and prosperous
kingdom, Judah, would suddenly become a
vassal nation;
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2.

(1) Egypt, aworld power for centuries, would
be crushed amost overnight;

(I11) Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire,
would be so completely ransacked that
people would forget where it had been;

(1V) the Babylonians would rise to power.
Though these words were indeed amazing,
the people saw them fulfilled during their
lifetime. QVLAB

God will raise up Babylon, awicked nation which
Judah no doubt saw as much worse then they. Yet
God would use Babylon to accomplish His purpose
in Judah. Babylon isdescribed by God as afierce
enemy who shall take Judah by “heaping dust” vs.
10 which refersto their piling dirt against the city
wallsto build aramp by which they could enter. In
his victory Neb. will attribute hisvictory to be that
of his gods over the gods of Judah, this was common
practice among the heathens who were victorious in
battle.

Vs. 12-17 Habakkuk now speaks of God’s greatness
and how Heisthe God of Habakkuk. He aso shows
faith in immortality of the soul, saying “we shall not
die.” The prophet aso sees this as ajudgment for
correction of the people of Judah. He questions how
God who is Holy can look upon the wickedness of
His people. The people seem to be giving their idols
sacrifices & praise for their successin fishing.
Habakkuk realizes that idol worship was killing the
nations.

Chapter 2- TheLord Replies
a. Vs. 1 Thewatchman and watchtower, often used by

the prophets to show an attitude of expectation
(Isaiah 21:8, 11; Jeremiah 6:17; Ezekiel 3:17), are
pictures of Habakkuk’s attitude of patient waiting
and watching for God’ s response. Stone watchtowers
were built on city walls or ramparts so that
watchmen could see people (enemies or messengers)
approaching their city while still at a distance.
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Watchtowers were also erected in vineyards to help
guard the ripening grapes (Isaiah 5:2). Habakkuk
wanted to be in the best position to receive God's
message. QVLAB
Vs. 2-3 This chapter records God' s answersto
Habakkuk’ s questions:

(1) How long would evil prevail (1:2, 3)?

(1)  Why was Babylon chosen to punish Judah

(1:13)?

God said that the judgment, though slow to come,

was certain. Although God used Babylon against

Judah, he also knew Babylon’s sins and would

punish it in due time.
Vs. 4 The wicked Babylonians trusted in themselves
and would fall; but the righteous live by their faith
and trust in God. This verse has inspired countless
Christians. Paul quotesit in Romans 1:17 and
Galatians 3:11. The writer of Hebrews quotesit in
10:38, just before the famous chapter on faith. And it
is helpful to all Christians who must live through
difficult times without seeing signs of hope.
Christians must trust that God is directing all things
according to his purposes. QVLAB
Vs. 5-8 Here we see that the proud who continue to
enlarge what they have and are still unsatisfied.
Woe to those who increase by taking what is not
theirs. Perhaps Babylon isthe object here are she
will come against Judah in her pride, taking what is
not hers, but who herself shall be spoiled because of
her violence.

5 reasons why God is going to do something:
(1) Because of their selfish ambitions - Vs. 5-8
(1) Because of their covetousness - Vs. 9-11
(111) Because of their ruthlessness - Vs. 12-14
(V) Because of their debaucheries (drunkenness
and sinful daily lives)- Vs. 15-17
(V) Becauseof their idolatry - Vs. 18-19
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e. Vs. 9-13 Babylon'sriches had come from the
misfortunes of others, but these riches would only be
fuel for the fire. The victims and their cities would
cry out against Babylon. Money is not evil, but God
condemns the love of riches and the evil means of
acquiring them (1 Timothy 6:10).

f. Vs 14-19 vs. 14 shal befulfilled in the Millennium
when the presence of the Lord is manifested on
earth. But Woe to him that gives himself to strong
drink which is a shame to him such as not be
circumcised. Their end shall bein violence. Woeto
those who fashion idols of wood and stone and act as
though it had life when there isno breath in it.

g. Vs 20 ldolshave nolife, no person-hood, no
power; they are empty chunks of wood or stone.
Temples built to idols are equally empty; no one
livesthere. But the Lord isin his Temple. Heisred,
alive, and powerful. Heistruly and fully God.
|dolaters command their idols to save them, but we
who worship the living God come to himin silent
awe and reverence. We acknowledge that God isin
control and knows what he is doing. Idols remain
silent because they cannot answer. The living God,
by contrast, speaks through his Word. QVLAB

3.  Chapter 3- Habakkuk Prays

a. Vs. 1-2 Habakkuk praised God for answering his
guestions. Evil will not triumph forever; Godisin
control, and he can be completely trusted to
vindicate those who are faithful to him. We must
patiently wait for him to act (3:16). Habakkuk knew
that God was going to discipline the people of Judah
and that it wasn’t going to be a pleasant experience.
But Habakkuk accepted God' s will, asking for help
and mercy. Habakkuk did not ask to escape the
discipline, but he accepted the truth that Judah
needed to learn alesson. QVLAB

b. Vs. 3-15 describe the greatness of God

c. Vs 16-19 Habakkuk was overwhelmed by what he
had heard realizing his own insignificance before the
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XV. HAGGAI

awesome presence of the aimighty God. Though he
knew crop failure and the death of animals would
devagtate Judah, yet he affirmed that even in the
times of starvation and loss, he would till rejoice in
the Lord. Habakkuk’ s feelings were not controlled
by the events around him but by faith in God’'s
ability to give him strength. God will give his
followers strength and confidence in difficult times.
They will run surefooted as deer across rough and
dangerousterrain.

The ending note to the choir director was to be used
when this passage was sung as apsalm in Temple
worship.

Habakkuk had asked God why evil people
prosper while the righteous suffer. God' s answer:
They don’t, not in the long run. Habakkuk saw his
own limitationsin contrast to God’ s unlimited power
and control of all theworld’'s events. God isalive
and in control of theworld and its events. We cannot
see dl that God is doing, and we cannot see all that
God will do. But we can be assured that he is God
and will do what isright. Knowing this can give us
confidence and hope in a confusing world. QVLAB

A. Namesmeans="Festival” (he may have been born during
one of the festivals)

The second shortest books of the Old Testament

B. TIMEFRAME: 520BC Post-Exilic

1.

2.

Zerubbabel leading in Judah after the captivity of Babylon
had ended, King Darius | reigning over Persia
During the time of Ezraand Nehemiah (Ezra l - 6)

C. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1.

To exhort the remnant to rebuild the temple
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D. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. God will bless His people when they put Him first.
2.  Don’'t become weary in doing good.

E. CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. ThelLordisthetemplesglory - 2:7-9
2. Heisthe over-thrower of the kingdom of thisworld - 2:22
3. Heisthesignet ring for Israd - 2:23

F. SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF HAGGAI:
1. Chapter 1- Consider your Ways

a. Vs. 1-2 Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, and Joshua,
the high priest, were key leaders in rebuilding the
Temple. They had aready re-established the altar,
but work on the Temple had slowed. Haggai gave a
message to these leaders and to the exiles who had
returned from Babylon, encouraging them to
compl ete the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem.

The Jews who had returned from Babylon in 538
B.C. to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem were not
able to finish their work because they were hindered
by their enemies. After opposition put ahalt to
progress, no further work had been done on the
Temple for over 15 years. In August 520 B.C.,
Hagga delivered a message to encourage the people
to rebuild the Temple. Haggai was probably born in
captivity in Babylon and returned to Jerusalem with
Zerubbabel in 538 B.C. (Ezra 1-2). Haggai and
Zechariah, two prophets who encouraged the Temple
rebuilding, are mentioned in Ezra 5:1.

Haggal’ s message turned them around and motivated
them to pick up their tools and continue the work
they had begun. QVLAB

b. Vs 3-6 God asked his people how they could livein
luxury when his house was lying in ruins. The
Temple was the focal point of Judah’s relationship
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with God, but it was still demolished. Instead of
rebuilding the Temple, the people put their energies
into beautifying their own homes. However, the
harder the people worked for themselves, the less
they had, because they ignored their spiritual lives.
The same happensto us. If we put God first, he will
provide for our deepest needs. If we put him in any
other place, all our efforts will be futile. Caring only
for your physical needs while ignoring your
relationship with God will lead to ruin. QVLAB

Because the people had not given God first placein
their lives, their work was not fruitful or productive,
and their material possessions did not satisfy. While
they concentrated on building and beautifying their
own homes, God'’ s blessing was withheld because
they no longer put him first. Moses had predicted
that this would be the result if the people neglected
God (Deuteronomy 28:38-45). QVLAB

Cc. Vs. 7-11 God tellsthe people to “consider their
ways’. Hisblessing would be withheld aslong as
they continued to focus only on their own welfare
and luxury while His house lied in ruins. But if they
would put Him first in what they did He would take
pleasurein their work and bless them.

d. Vs 12-15 The people under the direction of
Zerubbabel & Joshuathe high priest, obeyed the
voice of God as spoken by Haggai. The people rose
to help with the building of the temple and God told
them He would be with them.

2. Chapter 2 - threeweekslater - Haggai speakstheword
of theLord

a. Vs. 1-5 God asksthe people who saw the former
temple of Solomon how it compared to the one
which was before them in ruins. God wanted the
people to work hard but also wanted them to know
that He was with them. He reminds them of the
covenant He had with them when He brought them
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out of Egypt. He had not changed the covenant
though they brokeit, it was sill good from God's
perspective. His covenant never fails!

Vs. 6-9 The focus shifts from the local Temple
being rebuilt in Jerusalem to the worldwide reign of
the Messiah on earth. Thewords “in just alittle
while’ are not limited to the immediate historical
context; they refer to God’ s control of history—he
can act anytime he chooses. QVLAB

When God promised to shake all the nations with his
judgment, he was speaking of both his present
judgment on evil nations and future judgment during
the last days. QVLAB

God wanted the Temple to be rebuilt, and he had the
gold and silver to do it, but he needed willing hands.
God has chosen to do hiswork through people. He
provides the resources, but willing hands must do the
work. QVLAB

Four promises from the Lord:

(1) 1 will snakethe Nations- Vs. 7

(I1) Thedesreof al nationswill come about -
Vs. 7

(111) Theglory will be greater - Vs 9 (reference
2 Cor 3:1-18)

(1V) Hewill grant peace- Vs. 9

Vs. 10-19 Holinessis an isolated virtue, one person
at atime, but defilement spreads, it can touch
everyone.

Hagga ask the priest a question, “if any person did
carry HOLY meat in their garments and touched
other things (bread, wine, ail etc.) with their
garments did that make what they touched, HOLY ?
The answer was NO!' One does not become HOLY
by touching something that isHOLY. Then the
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second question asked if someone who was
considered unclean because they touched a dead
body and then touched something el se would that
which had be touched by the unclean person be
considered unclean? The answer was YES it would
be unclean. From this Haggai then appliesthe
principle to Judah. Just as these would be unclean
because they touched something unclean so was
Judah unclean and thus they had been under a curse
where by they would only reap about half of what
they would normally harvest. But now from the day
they laid the foundational corner stone of the temple
God would bless them and remove the curse (DB).

The blessing was because they obeyed the voice of
God’' s messenger, and the blessing began the very
day they determined to obey God and began to work.
Vs. 20-23 “Haggai’ s final message, addressed to
Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, acknowledged
that he was merely the messenger who brings the
word of the Lord.

A signet ring was used to guarantee the authority and
authenticity of aletter. It served as a Signature when
pressed in soft wax on awritten document. God was
reaffirming and guaranteeing his promise of a
Messiah through David' s line (Matthew 1:12).
QVLAB

God closed his message to Zerubbabel with this
tremendous affirmation: “1 have specially chosen
you.” Such a proclamation appliesto us aswell:
Each of us has been chosen by God (Ephesians 1:4).
This truth should make us see how much God loves
us and motivate usto work for him. QVLAB

Haggal’ s message to the people sought to get their
priorities straight, help them quit worrying, and
motivate them to rebuild the Temple. Like them, we
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often place a higher priority on our personal comfort
than on God’ swork and true worship. But God is
pleased and promises strength and guidance when
we give himfirst placein our life.” QVLAB

XVI. ZECHARIAH
A. Name means = “ Jehovah Remembers’

B. TIMEFRAME

1. 518BC- Chapters1-8

2. 480BC - Chapters 9-14

3. EzZra5& 6

4. Mostly hasto do with the future
5. Zerubbabe, Darius|

H

1

|STORICAL PURPOSE

. To encourage the remnant, by showing them that God was
working for them.

D. DOCTRINAL PURPOSE

1. Theprovidence of God
2. The pre-eminence of the Messiah

E. CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. Heistheangd of theLord - 3:1
2. Heistherighteous Branch - 3:8
3. Heisthecrucified Savior - 12:10
4. Heisthecoming King - 9:9

F. SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF ZECHARIAH:
1. Chapter 1

Born in Babylon during the Exile, Zechariah was afairly young
man when he returned to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. King Cyrus of
Persia had defeated Babylon in 539 and had decreed that
captivesin exile could return to their homelands. Zechariah and
Hagga were among the first to leave. Zechariah, a prophet and
apriest, began ministering at the same time as the prophet
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Haggai (520-518 B.C.). Hisfirst prophecy was delivered two
months after Haggai’ s first prophecy.

Like Haggai, Zechariah encouraged the people to continue
rebuilding the Temple, whose reconstruction had been halted
for nearly 15 years. Zechariah combated the people’s spiritual
apathy, despair over pressures from their enemies, and
discouragement about the smaller scale of the new Temple
foundation.

a. Vs 1-6 | believethe Darius of vs. 1 would be
Darius | the grandson of Cyrus and oldest son of
Cambyses I1, son of Cyrus. God did not wish to see
Israel now repeat the sins of their forefathers. Vs. 3
It isalways God' s heart that His people turn to Him.
The fact that He is encouraging them to do so
indicates that they were away from Him. Already
walking in the sins of their fathers. The warning was
that God was true to His word in the past bringing
on their fathers exactly what He had said He would,
and would do the same now.

b. Vs.7-11 On Feb. 24" three months after the vision
of verses 1-6 a second vision comesto Zechariah. In
this vision he saw aman on ared horse who stood by
amyrtletree. Behind him were more horses, red,
speckled, and white. Whether they had ridersis not
indicated but seemslikely. The man explained that
these were those who go about the earth to report to
God asto what isgoing on. At thistime their report
was that the earth was still at rest. Thisgivesus
insight into the unseen spirit world and how it is
activein the affairs of earth. Though we cannot see
angels, does not mean they are not there. Thiswould
be true of both good and evil forces. Remember:
Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers,
againg the rulers of the darkness of thisworld,
againgt spiritual wickedness in high places.

c. Vs. 12-15 Thequestionis how long will it be before
God judges the nations who came against Judah?
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God announces His displeasure with the heathen
nations who have so sorely treated Judah.
Vs. 16-17 speak of God rebuilding Jerusalem and the
house of the Lord. We see His continuing provision
in fulfilling His promise to Judah.
Vs. 18-19 (Adam Clarke Commentary) Then God
shows Zechariah 4 horns which represent the 4
nations who afflicted Israel; the Assyrians, Persians,
Chaldeans, and Egyptians. Or these enemies may be
termed four, in reference to the four cardinal points
of the heavens, whence they came:—

(1) NORTH. The Assyrians and Babylonians.

(I1) EAST. The Moabites and Ammonites.

(111) SOUTH. The Egyptians.

(1V) WEST. The Philistines.

Vs. 20-21 Four carpenters.— Four other powers,
who should defeat the powers intended by the horns.
These are the same as the four chariots mentioned
chap. 6:1-3, 6, 7. The first was NABOPOLASSAR,
father of Nebuchadnezzar, who overturned the
empire of the Assyrians. The second was CYRUS,
who destroyed the empire of the Chaldeans. The
third was ALEXANDER the Great, who destroyed
the empire of the Persians. And the fourth was
PTOLEMY, who rendered himself master of Egypt.
Some of these had already been cast down; the rest
wereto follow. (Adam Clarke Commentary)

2. Chapter 2

a.

Vs. 1-5 The man (angel) with the measuring line
was to measure Jerusalem. God would be a wall
around Jerusalem, like awall of fire, while the walls
were being rebuilt. More importantly the Lord
would be in her midst.

Vs. 6- 9 Israel was encouraged to regather to her
homeland, to leave Babylon. Many had built homes
in Babylon and may have even be reluctant to leave
their comfortable homes for the ruins of Jerusalem.
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Zechariah instructed them to leave Babylon quickly.
Thiswas an urgent request because Babylon would
be destroyed and its decadent culture would cause
God'’ s people to forget their spiritual priorities. A
vast majority of the Israglites regjected these warnings
and remained in Babylon. QVLAB

God was about to spoil the nations that had made
spoil of Judah. We must be mindful of how we treat
others, we may be dealing with someone who is the
“apple of God'seye’.

C. Vs 10-13 TheLord shal dwell in the midst of
Zion. Thisis speaking of the final restoration of
Israel from many nations. In that day shall many
nations know the Lord who will take His rightful
place in the midst of His people. Speaking of the
Millennia reign of Christ.

3. Chapter 3

a. Vs. 1-5 Zechariah has another vision. Thisvision
was of Joshua, the high priest, who was the spiritua
leader of the people after the Babylonian captivity.
Here Satan is see standing next to Joshua, evidently
to resist or trouble his ministry as Christ rebukes
Satan. We see that Joshua was clothed in garments
that were not fitting for priestly service. The
garments represented sin that wasin hislife. We see
the Lord cleanse his sin and put new garments on
him along with the priestly mitre (head piece). Now
he was fit for service after be cleansed by the Lord.

We see here the importance for Christian leaders to
keep their lives clean before the Lord that we don’t
give Satan opportunity to take advantage of our
weaknesses.

b. Vs. 6-10 Here we see that there are conditionsto
certain blessings of God. The priest wereto know
God' sblessing if they met the conditions. When we
meet the conditions we are able to walk among the
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angelsthat are about God’ s servants. It aimost
seems to say that as we seek to obey God and walk
in Hiswill, that He will give us placesto serve
where His angels are about us.

The priests that served with Joshua were no doubt
looked upon by the people. Their lives wereto be an
example. God wanted them to know that He would
bring forth His servant “the Branch” which would be
speaking of Christ.

The stone that islaid before Joshuais not explained
but it seems likely to represent Christ, who isthe
“chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:20; | Peter 2:6). We
also don't know what the 7 eyes represent other than
the understanding that God’ s number of perfection
and completenessis 7 and perhaps the fact that the
stone has 7 eyes could have something to do with
God' s ahility to see everything, as nothing is hidden
from Him. Hisability to see and know all things
will alow Him to remove the sin of Israel from her
inoneday. Surely thisisareference to the day of
the Lord when Israel shall see her redeemer and
realize He is the one whom they have pierced. In
that day, the day of the Lord (Millennial reign of
Chrsit), shall be atime of peace and prosperity.

4. Chapter 4

a. Vs. 1-7 Here Zechariah sees a golden candlestick
with 7 lamps and 7 pipes (one to each lamp from the
one bowl of oil). An olivetree stood on each side of
the candlestick asto indicate a continuous supply of
oil to keep the lamps burning. The lamp oil was
from the crushing of the olives. Then the word of
the Lord came to Zerubbabel reminding him that the
work of the Lord was not done by “might or power,
but by God’ s spirit”. As Zerubbabel wasto face
obstacl es such as the mountain mentioned in verse 7,
he was to remember that God would make the
mountain aplain by His spirit. The temple would be

78



built and the headstone would be placed with
shouting and crying of Grace unto it. When the
headstone (DB says crowning stone of the building)
was placed in anew building it was done so with
loud shouting and crying of “grace, grace unto it”.
b. Vs 8-14 God gives asure word through Zechariah
that Zerubbabel would see the building of the temple
through to its completion. Here we are told that the
stone which God gave for the plummet in the hands
of Zerubbabel which had the 7 eyes, are “the eyes of
the Lord which run to and fro through the whole
earth”. These are the eyes of the Lord which search
the earth to show Himself strong on behalf of those
who's heart is perfect toward Him (2 Chron. 16:9).
God would prove Himself strong to Zerubbabel.

Zechariah then inquires about the two olive trees.
God tells him that they are “the two anointed ones
that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” We are
not told who the “two anointed ones’ are, nor are we
given any hints. Perhapsthey are Zerubbabel and
Joshuawho are anointed by God to rebuild His
temple. Many believethisisareferenceto God's
two witnesses who stand before the people as alight
and witness during the latter part of the tribulation
Rev. 11:3-4. Thereisno clear indication given.

5. Chapter 5

a. Vs 1-4 Inthisvison Zechariah sees a“flying roll”
or scroll. When unrolled he seesthat it is quite
large. The scroll represents God' s judgment on all
who steal, or swear. They shall be consumed along
with all they own.

b. Vs 5-11 Thenext vision was that of an “ephah that
goeth forth”. An ephah was a measurement of about
abushel. We see the ephah was in the form of a
basket or container. Vs. 6 also points out that the
ephah was the same all over the earth. Next we are
shown alid which was made of atalent of lead
(about 100 Ibs.) which was avery heavy weight.
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Next we are shown awoman vs.7 who is described
in vs.8 as representing “wickedness’ and she was
cast into the basket with the lead weight being
placed over the top of the container. Theninverse 9
we see two women with wings like a stork being
driven by the wind. Together they lift up the ephah
from off the earth into the sky carrying it to Shinar.
Shinar is another name for Babylon, where the ephah
would be established. This seemsto indicatethat in
the latter days Babylon will again become a center of
wickedness on the earth.

6. Chapter 6

a. Vs. 1-8 Zechariah sees 4 chariots with different
colored horses come from between two mountains of
brass. They are explained as being spirits who go
forth from the presence of the Lord. They cover the
earth completing what is assumed to be God's
judgment in the affairs of man. Here we see that the
judgment of God had been quieted in the north
perhaps eluding to God'’ s punishment of Babylon.

b. Vs. 9-11 God now instructs Zechariah to have 3 men
come together along with sufficient gold and silver
to make the crowns worn by the high priest, Joshua.

C. Vs 12-13 Thesetwo verses are of the coming of
Christ in both Hisfirst and second coming. He has
aready come as the man whose name is the Branch.
He will also come and see to the building of His
temple (Millennial temple) where he shall sit in His
glory upon Histhrone as both king and priest.

d. Vs 14-15 (DB) the memorial of the crownsin the
temple spoke of God' s faithfulnessin restoring the
kingdom and priesthood to Israel through their
Messiah.

7. Chapter 7
a. Vs. 1-7 Thefourth year of King Darius sreign was
518 B.C. For the previous 70 years, the people had
been holding afast in August to remember the
destruction of Jerusalem. Because Jerusalem was
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being rebuilt, they came to the Temple to ask if they
had to continue this annual fast. God did not answer
their question directly. Instead, he told them that
their acts of justice and mercy were more important
than their fasting. What he wanted from his people
was true justice in their dealings and mercy and
compassion for the weak. The Isradites had lost
their sincere desire for aloving relationship with
God. Zechariah told them that they had been fasting
without a proper attitude of repentance or worship.
They fasted and mourned during their exile with no
thought of God or their sinsthat had caused it in the
first place. QVLAB Their fast was for themselves,
not for God.

b. Vs. 8-14 God's heart wasthat His people walk in
truth and justice, showing mercy and compassion on
one another. Again we see His heart for the
oppressed and wanting them to be treated rightly.
His emphasis was on the heart. That they keep their
heart right toward one another. The previous
generation had refused to hear God' s pleas even
hardening their hearts toward the word God sent
through the prophets. Thus God could do no less
than follow through on His word of judgment to
them. Then when judgment came and the people
cried it was to late as God would not hear them any
more than they had listened to Him. They were
scattered to places foreign to them while their
homeland laid desolate.

8. Chapter 8
a. Vs. 1-8 Herewe see God' s unchanging love for

Israel. Though He was forced to bring judgment,
His promise of restoration and blessing were also to
come to pass. He would be in the midst of His
people and His Holy city would be the “city of truth”
and His mountain “the holy mountain”. This speaks
of the Millennial reign of Christ and how there will
be people of al ages, including children who play in
the streets. Israel will be regathered to Jerusalem
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from the various countries to the east and west and
know the Lord as their God.
Vs. 9-17 God encourages the people to be strong in
the rebuilding of the temple. He had withheld His
blessing but now would pour out His blessing if they
would get to work. Instead of them being a curse to
the nations they would be the blessing. God assures
them that He will honor His word of blessing in the
same way He honored His word of judgment. They
were not to fear but were to:
(1)  Spesk thetruth to your neighbor
(1)  Execute the judgment of peace and truth
(111) Don’t imagine evil in your heart against you
neighbor
(1V) Loveno false oath
Vs. 18-23 The four fasts were given to mark the
days of events which happened to Judah, and were
not fasts unto the Lord, but were fasts to make them
aware of their condition. That isone of the reasons
why He told them in 7:5-6 that their fast was not to
Him but for themselves. The 4 fasts were:
(1) 9" day of July —the day Jerusdlem was
broken up by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 52:6-7)
(I1) 10" day of August —the day the temple and
houses of Jerusalem were burned (Jer.
52:12-13)
(I11) 3" of October — the day Gedaliah was slain
(Jer. 40:8, 41:1-3, 15-18)
(IV) 10™ of January —the day the king of
Babylon set his face against Jerusalem
(Ezek. 24:1-2). (DB pg. 929).

God was going to turn even these fasts that pointed
to difficult timesinto times of joy and gladness.
Thismust relate to the future of Israel when their
sorrow isturned into gladness. We also seein
verses 20-23 the future of Jerusalem as the center
of the earth’ sreligious activity asit will be the
dwelling place of theLord. Isragl shall bethe
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witness to the nations which God always wanted
them to be.

9. Chapter 9

a. Vs. 1-8 Thelast six chapters of the book are two
messages delivered late in Zechariah'slife. These
messages point to the Messiah and his second
coming. Some of these prophecies were fulfilled
before the Messiah came, some by Alexander the
Great; others were fulfilled during the Messiah’s
time on earth; and others will be fulfilled when he
returns. Those who oppressed Jerusalem—Aram,
Philistia, Phoenicia—would be crushed. QVLAB

Invs. 5-7 Zechariah mentions four key citiesin
Philistia: Ashkelon, Gaza, and Ekron would be
destroyed, and Ashdod would be overtaken by
foreigners. This would happen because of their great
evil and idolatry. But those left in the land would be
adopted into Isragl as anew clan, as the Jebusites
were. (When David conquered Jerusalem, he did not
wipe out the Jebusites, but absorbed them into
Judah.) QVLAB

Vs. 8 Several centuries after Zechariah's day,
Antiochus IV Epiphanes would invade Isragl; and in
A.D. 70, Titus, a Roman general, would completely
destroy the Temple. This promise, therefore, may
have been conditiona upon the people’ s obedience.
The day will come, however, when God' s people
will never again have to worry about invading
enemies (Jod 3:17). QVLAB

b. Vs. 9 Thisprophecy isof the first coming of our
Lord as He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday riding
onthefoa of an ass (Matt. 21:1-11).

Cc. Vs 10-11 Wecan now seethisrefersto his second
coming. At that time all nations will be subject to
Christ, and hisrule will extend over the whole earth.
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.....Covenantsin Old Testament times were sealed
or confirmed with blood, much as we would sign our
name to a contract. The old covenant was sealed by
the blood of sacrifices, pointing ahead to the blood
Christ would shed at Calvary, his*“signature’ that
confirmed God'’ s new covenant with his people.
Because God had made a covenant with these
people, he delivered them from the “waterless
dungeon,” the cistern like prison of exile. QVLAB
d. Vs 12-17 Hereispictured the battle of Armageddon
where Israel shal go against the forces of Anti-
Christ. God will bewith Isragl in this day of battle
and save them lifting them up before the nations as a
sign of Hisgoodness. Thus there shall be rejoicing.

10. Chapter 10

a. Vs 1-2 Unliketheidolswho were the work of
men’s hands and powerless to bring anything but
God"” judgment to pass, God is our source of
spiritual and material blessing. We can ask Him to
bring rain even during the rainy season and He will
giveus Hisrain.

b. Vs 3-5 Again the battle of Armageddon is pictured
here with God fighting with Israel able to defeat
every oppressor. |sragl shall be as mighty men to the
dismay of the nations gathered against them. (DB).

c. Vs. 6-8 Herethepictureisof restored Isragl from
both kingdoms being in the place where it will seem
as though God had always been with them. God
will whistle (hiss) for His people to gather them and
they shall rgjoicein the Lord.

d. Vs. 9-12 Thispictured return from Egypt and
Assyriawas a symbolic way of saying that the
people would be returned from all the countries
where they had been dispersed. Egypt and Assyria
evoked memories of dlavery and separation. The
“sea of distress’ refersto the Red Sea, through
which the Israelites were miraculoudy delivered
from Egypt. Asthe Israglites returned once again
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from Egypt and other lands, they would be protected
by God’s miraculous power. QVLAB

11. Chapter 11
a. Vs. 1-6 (From Adam Clarke Commentary) The

prophet shows the Messiah setting forth the
ungrateful attitude shown to him by the Jews, when
he undertook the office of shepherd in guiding and
governing them; how they rgected him, and valued
him and his labors a the mean and contemptible
price of thirty pieces of silver, the paltry sum for
which Judas betrayed him. Upon which he threatens
to destroy their city and temple; and to give them
over to the hands of such guides and governors as
should have no regard for their welfare.

L ebanon signifies the temple, because it was built of
materials principally brought from that place.

Verse 2. Howl, fir tree— This seems to point to the
fall and destruction of all the mighty men.

Verse 3. Young lions— Princesand rulers. Their
shepherds, kings or priests may be intended.

Verse 4. Feed the flock of the slaughter— These
people resemble aflock of sheep fattened for the
slaughter; feed, instruct, this people who are about to
be daughtered.

Verse 5. Whose possessors— Governors and false
prophets, that slay them, by leading them to those
things that will bring them to destruction. And they
that sell them— Who give them over to idolatry.

Verse 6. For | will no more pity— I have

determined to deliver them into the hands of the
Chaldeans.
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b. Vs 7-9 (Vs. 7 from Adam Clarke Commentary)
Two staves— Two shepherd’ s crooks. One | caled
Beauty-that probably by which they marked the
sheep; dipping the end into vermillion, or some red
liguid. And this was done when they were to mark
every tenth sheep, asit came out of the field, when
the tithe was to be set apart for the Lord.

The other | called Bands— Probably that with the
hook or crook at the head of it, by which the
shepherd would catch the sheep by the horns or legs
when he wished to bring any to hand.

And | fed the flock.— These two rods show the
beauty and union of the people, while under God as
their Shepherd. It was the delight of God to see them
in a state of peace and harmony.

Vs. 8 Theidentity of the 3 shepherdsis not known
and the commentaries disagree with no one really
knowing for certain therefore to trying to identify
them would be mere speculation. It isenough to
realize that who ever these men were, they had some
responsibility for God’ s people asthey were
“shepherds’. Evidently they misused their authority
most severely for God to “loathe” them. He was
also quick to be rid of them, doing so within one
month’ stime.

Vs. 9 Thisverse amost seemsto fit what has
aready taken place in the siege of Nebuchadnezzar
againgt Jerusalem. However, since it was given after
the Babylonian captivity was over, we must assume
that it predicts a then future event. Thiswould most
likely then seem to point to the destruction of
Jerusalem by Rome in 70 AD an event that Christ
also pointed to in Luke 21:20-24.

C. Vs 10-11 The Messiah is pictured here as taking His
staff, even Beauty, and breaking it, signifying the
breaking or abolishment of the old covenant made
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with Moses and all the people. The law of Moses
was fulfilled, and it came to an end with Christ on
the cross;... to be replaced by the new covenant of
Jer. 31:31-34 (DB with some changes).

Vs. 12-13 To pay this shepherd 30 pieces of silver
was an insult—this was the price paid to an owner
for aslave gored by an ox (Exodus 21:32). Thisis
also the amount Judas received for betraying Jesus
(Matthew 27:3-10). The priceless Messiah was sold
for the price of adave. Potters were in the lowest
social class. “This magnificent sum” (asarcastic
comment) was s little that it could be thrown to the
potters. QVLAB

It isinteresting to note that the money given to Judas
was used to purchase a buria place for himin the
potters field (Matt. 27:3-10) DB.

Vs. 14-17 Because the people had rgjected the
Messiah, God would reject them—symbolized by
Zechariah breaking the staff called “Union.” Not
long after Zechariah's time, the Jews began to divide
into numerous factions: Pharisees, Sadducees,
Essenes, Herodians, and Zealots. The discord among
these groups was a key factor leading to the
destruction of Jerusalemin A.D. 70. QVLAB

Israel would not only reject the true shepherd; it
would accept instead a worthless shepherd (possibly
the Anti-Christ is meant here). This shepherd would
serve his own concerns rather than the concerns of
his flock and would destroy rather than defend them.
Condemnation is hisrightful fate because he trusted
hisarm (military might) and hisright eye (intellect).
God would destroy both areas. QVLAB Note also
that Anti-Christiscalled invs. 17 the “idol
shepherd” which may be areference to theidol he
has made of himself (Rev. 13:14-15).
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It isagreat tragedy for God’ s people when their
leaders fail to care for them adequately. God holds
leaders particularly accountable for the condition of
his people. The New Testament tells church leaders,
“Not many of you should become teachersin the
church, for we who teach will be judged by God
with greater strictness’ (James 3:1). If God puts you
in aposition of leadership, remember that it isalso a
place of great responsibility. QVLAB

12. Chapter 12

a. Vs. 1-3 Speaksof Isragl in the day of Armageddon
when al nations are gathered against her. God’s
greatness is proclaimed and His defense of |sradl
shall cause the nations of the earth to tremble.

b. Vs. 4-9 Herewe see God taking an active part in
defending Judah against the armies of the world at
Armageddon. The leaders of Judah will turn their
hearts toward God and place their trust in Him.
Instead of the leaders of Judah being aterror to her
own people they shall become a consuming firein
their leadership against the other nations. Vs. 7-9
points out how God will come and save Judah in the
day of battle. Dake's Bible points out that according
to Ezek. 39:2 “only a sixth of the vast armies of the
nations shall be |eft after the battle of Armageddon.”

C. Vs 10-14 vs. 10isaclear prediction of the
salvation which shall cometo al of Isradl in one day
(Isa. 66:7-8), the day they realize their Messiah isthe
very one they had rejected and pierced.

Eventually all people will realize that Jesus,
the man who was pierced and killed, isindeed the
Messiah. There will be an awakening, with sorrow
for sin and genuine revival. The crucified Messiah
will be clearly revealed (Philippians 2:10; Revelation
5:13). Hadad-rimmon could refer to the place near
the plain of Megiddo, where King Josiah was killed.
Josiah’ s death was greatly mourned by his people
(see 2 Chronicles 35:22-25). Theseverses are
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saying that al Israel will mourn—Kking, prophet,
priest, and people. Each family will go into private
mourning, husbands and wives by themselves, to
face their sorrow. QVLAB

13. Chapter 13

a. Vs. 1-5Intheday of Isragl’s “new birth” God will
open afountain of cleansing to the people of Israel
that they might come to Him and know their sins
forgiven. No more will idols even be mentioned or
remembered. The false prophets and unclean spirits
shall be no more. Should any man begin to
prophesy, his parents shall come upon him and day
him. Men who seek to prophesy shall be utterly
ashamed, and not able to fool anyone.

b. Vs. 6 pointsto the Messiah who was wounded in the
house of Hisfriends. Speaking of how it was His
very own people that enabled thisto happen in the
house of Isragl.

c. Vs. 7-9 Just before his arrest, Jesus quoted from this
verse, referring to himself and his disciples
(Matthew 26:31- 32). He knew beforehand that his
disciples would scatter when he was arrested. The
Roman “sword” was the military power that put
Christ to death. This“third” was aremnant, a small
part of the whole. Throughout the history of Isragl,
whenever the whole nation seemed to turn against
God, God said that a righteous remnant still trusted
and followed him. These believers were refined like
silver and gold through the fire of their difficult
circumstances. QVLAB

14. Chapter 14

a. Vs. 1-3 Here again we see the “day of the Lord”
when the nations are in battle at Armageddon against
Israel. We seethat Israel will suffer greatly, half of
the city taken in this battle. The Lord stepsin and
becomes their defense, fighting for them.

b. Vs. 4-7 When Christ comes to defend Isradl it shall
be a coming that literally shakesthe earth. The
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Mount of Olives upon which His nail scared feet
touch shall give way dividing itself in half and each
half moving away from the other. One half toward
the north and the other toward the south creating a
great valley through which the inhabitants of
Jerusalem can flee to God' s protection. It won't be a
day like any other as when it becomes evening it will
still be light, which may be due to the presence of
the Lord and al of His saints shall be with Him
when He comes.

Vs. 8-11 With the change in the land we see living
water shall flow from Jerusalem, this would be the
water that flows from the throne of God. Half
toward the Dead Sea (former sea) and half toward
the Mediterranean Sea (hinder sea). Note also that
the seasons shall continue asthey are.

In that day there shall be but one God and Lord who
Is King over the whole earth. There shall be changes
in the elevation of the land around Jerusalem to hold
it up before the nations as the place of worship, the
place where the presence of the Lord will be
manifested. It will be inhabited and be a place of
safety.

Vs. 12-14 God will utterly destroy the armies of the
nations, Judah shall fight to defend Jerusalem and
when it is over the wealth of the nations will be the
spoil.

Vs. 15-19 We see the same plague which destroys
the armies of the nations will destroy their animals
aswell. But onceit isover those who remain shall
yearly celebrate the feast of tabernacles and worship
the King, the Lord of hosts. If anyone refusesto
honor this feast, God will alow no rain to come
upon them.

This passage is evidence that there will be people
who enter the Millennial kingdom of Christ who are
not “born again” but who have survived
Armageddon. Lifewill continue into the
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Millennium as it has with the exception that the
tempter, Satan, will have been imprisoned in the pit
(Rev. 20:1-3). Christ will rule on earth with the “rod
oniron” (Rev. 2:27, 12:5, 19:15), in righteousness
and justice, until the final rebellion of Satan is put
down at the end of the Millennium. Thistakes place
when Satan is released for a short season (Rev.
20:3), and leads a great multitude in one last effort to
overthrow Christ in Jerusalem. Thiswill aso revea
all those who are not loyal to Christ. Thisgroupis
destroyed when God rains fire out of heaven and
destroys them (Rev. 20:7-9). Thiswill take usto the
“Great White Throne” Judgment of man (Rev.
20:11-15), and the separation of the sheep from the
goat nations (Matt. 25:31-46) while the earth is
cleansed by fire (2 Peter 3:7) in preparation for
habitation throughout eternity. Satan and the wicked
dead are cast into the Lake of Firetheir eternal
dwelling place, where the False Prophet and Anti-
Christ already are (Rev. 20:10).

f. Vs 20-21 Inthe future, even such common objects
as horses’ bells and cooking pots will be holy. This
vision of arestored, holy Jerusalem standsin
contrast to its broken walls and unpleasant living
conditions.... that were faced by the people in the
day of Zechariah. QVLAB

XVII. MALACHI
A. Namemeans="“My Messenger”

B. TIMEFRAME: 430-420BC
1. 100 yearsafter Zechariah
C. HISTORICAL PURPOSE

1. Torebukelsrag for their social and moral decay
2.  Warning the backdlider
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DOCTRINAL PURPOSE
1. Sincerity and purity are prerequisites for serving God.
CHRISTOLOGICAL PURPOSE

1. Heisthe messenger of the covenant - 3:1
2. Heistherefinersfire- 3:2
3. Heisthe SUN of righteousness - 4.2

MAIN THEME: Rebuke of Israel and demand of sincerity
and purity

SCRIPTURAL STUDY OF MALACHI:

1. Chapter 1

a. Vs. 1 Malachi, thelast Old Testament prophet,
preached after Haggai, Zechariah, and Nehemiah—
about 430 B.c. The Temple had been rebuilt for
amost a century, and the people were losing their
enthusiasm for worship. Apathy and disillusionment
had set in because the exciting messianic prophecies
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah had not been
fulfilled. Many of the sins that had brought the
downfall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. were still being
practiced in Judah. Malachi confronted the
hypocrites with their sins by portraying agraphic
dialogue between a righteous God and his hardened
people. QVLAB

In verse 1 he speaksto Israel which most likely isa
reference to the returned captives of both kingdoms
who are now residing in Jerusalem.

b. Vs. 2-5 Throughout the book of Malachi there are
statements put forth by God which are answered by
His rebellious children: (from Dake Bible notes)

(1) Vs 2 | haveloved you, saiththe Lord. YET
YOU SAY, wherein have you loved us?

(1) Vs. 6 The priests despise my name. AND
YOU SAY, wherein have we despised thy
name?
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(111) Vs. 7 You offer polluted bread upon My
atar. AND YOU SAY, wherein have we
polluted you?

(1V) Vs. 12 You have profaned My table. YOU
SAY, the table of the Lord is polluted...His
meat is contemptible.

(V) Vs 13 YOU SAID ALSO, behold what a
wearinessisit! And you have snuffed at it,
saith the Lord. (speaking here of the people
seeing worship as adrudgery so they
neglected God' s house)

(VI) 2:13 You have practiced hypocrisy —
weeping and crying in insincerity so that He
will not regard your offerings. YET YOU
SAY, wherefore?

(VI1) 2:17 You have wearied the Lord with your
words. YET YOU SAY, wherein have we
wearied Him?

(VII1) 3:7 You have gone away from My
ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto Me, and | will return unto you. BUT
YOU SAY, wherein shall we return?

(IX) 3:8 Will aman rob God? Y et you have
robbed Me. BUT YOU SAY, wherein have
we robbed you?

(X) 3:13 Your words have been stout against
Me. YET YOU SAY, what have we spoken
so much against You?

God demonstrates His love for the righteous as
seen in the comparison of Esau and Jacob. Jacob
though a skeemer had a heart the would submit to
the Lord whereas Esau wanted nothing to do with
spiritual things. Thus Jacob was preferred over
Esau. The word “hated” meant “not to be
preferred” more so than to hate with malice asthe
term isused today. Jacob was preferred because of
his heart. Thus the descendents and possessions of
Esau, Edom would be laid waste by God even if
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they tried to rebuild. God would tear them back
down.

c. Vs. 6-10 God charged the priests with failing to
honor him (to the point of despising his name) and
failing to be good spiritua examples to the people.
The Temple had been rebuilt in 515 B.C., and
worship was being conducted there, but the priests
did not worship God properly. They were not
following his laws for the sacrifices. Ezrathe priest
had sparked a great revival around 458 B.C.
However, by Malachi’ stime, the nation’ s leaders
had once again fallen away from God, and the
peopl e right along with them. The worship of God
was no longer from heartfelt adoration; instead, it
was simply a burdensome job for the priests.
QVLAB

God' slaw required that only perfect animals be
offered to God (see, for example, Leviticus 1:3).
But these priests were alowing the peopl e to offer
blind, crippled, and diseased animals to God. God
accused them of dishonoring him by offering
imperfect sacrifices, and he was greatly displeased.
The people sacrificed to God wrongly through (1)
expedience—being as cheap as possible, (2)
neglect—not caring how they offered the sacrifice,
and (3) outright disobedience—sacrificing their own
way and not as God had commanded. Their
methods of giving showed their real attitudes
toward God. QVLAB

As intermediaries between God and the people,
priests were responsible for reflecting God' s
attitudes and character. By accepting imperfect
sacrifices, they were leading the people to believe
that God accepted those sacrifices aswell. But God
says, “I am not at all pleased with you.” As
Christians, we are often in the same position as
these priests because we reflect God to our friends
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and family. What image of God' s character and
attitudes do they seein you? If you casually accept
sn, you are like these priests in Malachi’ s day, and
God isnot pleased with you. QVLAB

d. Vs 11-14 vs. 11 will certainly befulfilled inthe
Millennial reign of Christ. Vs.12-14 again the
people were careless in their worship and offerings,
bringing less then what was required. What made it
worse was that the priest were accepting them as
good enough. The “deceiver” in vs. 14 was someone
who had brought a corrupt sacrifice saying it was the
best he had when it was not.

2. Chapter 2
a. Vs 1-6 God speaksdirectly to the priest, holding
them responsible for the spiritual condition of the
people. Either they caused the name of God to be
honored and respected or God would curse them.

Levi “walked with [God],” and “turned many from
lives of sin” (2:6). Levi was the ancestor of the tribe
of Levites, the tribe set apart for service to God
(Numbers 1:47-54). The Levites became God' s
ministers, first in the Tabernacle, then in the Temple.
In these verses, God was addressing the priests who
were from this tribe, admonishing them for
corrupting the laws he gave their ancestor Levi and
not following his example. QVLAB

b. Vs. 7-9 The priestswereto bethe spiritual leaders,
the teachers of the people. They wereto be God's
messengers but they were corrupted, causing many
to miss God, breaking God’ s covenant with Levi.

Vs. 9 The priests had allowed influential and favored
people to break the law. The priests were so
dependent on these people for support that they
could not afford to confront them when they did
wrong. QVLAB
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C.

Vs. 10-13 After the Temple had been rebuilt and the
walls completed, the people were excited to see past
prophecies coming true. But as time passed, the
prophecies about the destruction of God’ s enemies
and a coming Messiah were not immediately
fulfilled. The people became discouraged, and they
grew complacent about obeying al of God's laws.
This complacency gradually led to blatant sin. Ezra
and Nehemiah aso had confronted this problem
years earlier (Ezra 9-10; Nehemiah 13:23-31).
QVLAB

The people were being unfaithful. Though not
openly saying they rejected God, they were living
asif hedid not exist. Men were marrying pagan
women who worshiped idols. Divorce was
common, occurring for no reason other than a
desire for change. People acted as if they could do
anything without being punished. And they
wondered why God refused to accept their
offerings and bless them! The people were
complaining about their adverse circumstances
when they had only themselvesto blame. QVLAB

Vs. 12 warns these that God will cut off anyone,
no matter what their position in life, if they choose
towalk inthese sins. Vs. 13 we see their sacrifice
of tears was nothing but an empty form. It was
hypocrisy as they had done it so many times their
hearts were not sincere.
Vs. 14-17 The men ask, “why don’t you receive our
offering” to which God replies because of the way
you are treating your wives. Not realizing that
marriage was in God' s eyes a covenant relationship
which was forever, they were disposing of their
wives for any reason.

The Dake Bible points out that God made two

persons out of onein the beginning (Eve from
Adam) the man and hiswife. If God had wanted for
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man to have more than one wife He would have
made more at thetime. This passage expresses
God'’ s hatred for divorce — “putting away”.

God was tired of the way the people had cynicaly
twisted his truths. He would punish those who
insisted that because God was silent, he approved of
their actions or at least would never punish them.
God would aso punish those who professed a
counterfeit faith while acting sinfully. QVLAB

3.  Chapter 3
a. Vs. 1-3 There aretwo messengersin thisverse. The
first isusually understood to be John the Baptist
(Matthew 11:10; Luke 7:27). The second messenger
Is Jesus, the Messiah, for whom both Malachi and
John the Baptist prepared the way. QVLAB

In the process of refining metals, the raw metal is
heated with fire until it melts. The impurities
separate from it and rise to the surface. They are
skimmed off, leaving the pure metal. Without this
heating and melting, there could be no purifying. As
the impurities are skimmed off the top, the reflection
of the worker appearsin the clear, pure surface. As
we are purified by God, hisreflection in our life will
become more and more clear to those around us.
God saysthat the Levites (Isragl’ s spiritual leaders)
should be especially open to his purification process
in their lives. The strong soap was alkali used to
whiten cloth, also used here as a symbol of the
purifying process. QVLAB

The thought is that God will purge the rebels and
refine those who are His. This also speaks of His
second coming.

b. Vs 4-6 Whenlsrad isrestored and God has done
His refining the offerings brought before the Lord
will be pleasant to Him.  God will sit in judgment
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of those who do not walk in righteousness, who
involve themsel ves and othersin sin, who oppress
those in need, and who lack reverence for God. He
Isthe God who changes not—meaning that the
character of God does not change, though He may
change His mind in response to prayer or in
judgment and mercy, His basic character and
keeping of covenant promises does not change.

Vs. 7-12 Throughout history, his people have
disobeyed, even scorned hislaws, but he has always
been willing to accept them back. Here, however, the
people have the nerve to imply that they never
disobeyed (“How can we return when we have never
gone away?')! QVLAB

Invs. 8-12 Malachi urged the people to stop holding
back their tithes, to stop cheating God. The tithing
system began (actually Abraham paid tithesto

M el chisedec before the law of tithing had been
initiated) during the time of Moses (Leviticus 27:30-
34, Deuteronomy 14:22). The Levites received some
of the tithe because they could not possess land of
their own (Numbers 18:20, 21). During Malachi’s
day, the people were not giving tithes, so the Levites
went to work to earn aliving, thereby neglecting
their God-given responsbilities to care for the
Temple and for the service of worship. Everything
we haveis from God; so when we refuse to return to
him a part of what he has given, werob him. The
“storehouse” was a place in the Temple for storing
grain and other food given as tithes. The priests lived
off these gifts. QVLAB

Honoring the tithe was the minimum, as there were
many other special offerings given by God' s people
throughout O.T. times. Today we should keegp in
mind that alms giving, giving to the poor and needy,
Is separate from the tithe. Then there are special
offerings that people give out of their love and honor
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of God, these also are separate from the tithe. In the
NT the admonishment to giveis perhaps best
expressed in Luke 6:38, 2 Cor. 9:7; keeping in mind
that just asin the O.T. God looks on the heart.

d. Vs 13-15 These verses describe the people's
arrogant attitude toward God. When we ask, “What's
the use of serving God?’ we are really asking, “What
good doesit do for me?” Our focusis selfish. Our
real question should be, “What good doesiit do for
God?’ We must serve God just because heis God
and deservesto be served. QVLAB

e. Vs. 16-18 God certainly remembers those who are
faithful to Him. Those who serve God are His
jewels and will be treated as sons. In the day of the
Lord and His kingdom on earth, it will be easy to
discern between the righteous and the wicked.

3:16 Malachi speaks of a*“book of remembrance’
that was written before the Lord for them that
feared God and thought upon His name.

4. Chapter 4

a. Vs. 1-2 Intheday of the Lord, God' s wrath toward
the wicked will burn like afurnace (4:1). But he will
be like the healing warmth of the sun to those who
love and obey him. John the Baptist prophesied that
with the coming of Jesus, the dawn was about to
break with light for thosein sin’s darkness (Luke
1:76-79). In Isaiah 60:20 and Revelation 21:23, 24,
we learn that no light will be needed in God'’s holy
city, because God himself will be thelight. QVLAB

Those who are proud and do wickedly shall fear in
the day of the Lord when He comes in judgment.
However, to the righteous, those who fear the Lord it
shall be aday of healing and the breaking forth of
God' s blessing.

b. Vs. 3 Thisverse seemsto be speaking of afuture
time when the wicked shall be destroyed by God,
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and their ashes trodden under the feet of the
righteous.

Vs. 4 Judah isreminded to remember the Law given
to Mosesfor al of Israel. God wants usto live by
Hislaw asit isaguide to keep usin His path. It was
never meant to be a burden but rather asa
demonstration of Hislovein that it keegps us from
destroying ourselves.

Vs. 5-6 The scriptureisvery clear here and should
be taken literally where ever possible. We know that
Elijah has yet to taste death, aswell as Enoch. Here
it issaid that prior to the coming of the great and
terrible day of the Lord (which would be areference
to Armageddon), that Elijah would be sent from
heaven to turn the hearts of fathersto their children
and viceversa. This speaks of agreat revival that
will come to those who' s hearts are open to God at a
time when the world situation is so bad that God's
judgment isimminent. It seems most reasonable to
see this as a prophecy of Elijah being one of the two
witnesses which will return to prophecy during the
tribulation (Rev. 11:3).

Malachi gives us practical guidelines about
commitment to God:

(1) God deservesthe best we have to offer (1:7-
10).

(1)  Wemust be willing to change our wrong
ways of living (2:1-2).

(111) We should make our family alifelong
priority (2:13-16).

(1V) We should be sensitive to God' srefining
processin our life (3:3).

(V) We should tithe our income (3:8-12).

(V1) Thereisnoroom for pride (3:13-15).
QVLAB

Malachi closes his messages by pointing to that great

final day of judgment. For those who are committed
to God, judgment day will be aday of joy because it
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will usher in eternity in God’ s presence. Those who
have ignored God will be “straw,” to be burned up
(4:1)....QVLAB
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